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Cabinet approved two drinking water
projects worth ¥582.74 crore under the
AMRUT 2.0 scheme. The investments aim
to upgrade Bareilly’s water supply system

and expand Kanpur's pipeline network. en

projects
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Value of U.P.’s newly approved drinking water projects
qd’r DI T3 WiPpd GaeTd IRASHIST BT Gea
The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet approved two drinking water
projects worth ¥582.74 crore under the AMRUT 2.0 scheme.

IR UK Hfgae § AMRUT 2.0 TISHT & d8d €582.74 PIS Bi G
PEEGRIERIE R TRl

. The investments aim to upgrade Bareilly’s water supply
system and expand Kanpur’s pipeline network.

g A= Selt B STegfel JomTel! $1 I9d B 3R BIFYR &
UTSUATS Aedd ol [IKR B Bl 78l Tl |

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED
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History

1. | QUIZ

How the river Kosi’s shifting course exposes the perils of embankments
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Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
This place in Hispanic refers to the queen triggerfish and was
the place where the U.S. launched a failed operation in Cuba to
take out Fidel Castro’s regime. Ans: Bay of Pigs

2. The CIA driven Operation Ajax was codename for a coup in
this country whose leader wanted to nationalise his country’s
oil reserves. Following the coup, this monarch was restored.
Ans: Iran; Mohammed Mossadegh; Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi was the monarch

3. During a coup in this country supported by the CIA, this
leader died. Ans: Chile; Salvador Allende

4. This 2020 operation involved former U.S. Green Berets and
fishing boats attempting a regime change in this country
against this leader. Ans: Operation Gideon; Venezuela,
targeting Nicolas Maduro

5. On February 5, 2003, this U.S. government official claimed
that Iraq possessed “Weapons of Mass Destruction”. Ans: Colin
Powell

Visual: Identify him. Ans: Manuel Zelaya

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan| Prashansa Lohumi|
Haridas Pal| Tamanjit Bisla| Arjun Debnath

Pradeep Bagival is former Asst.Commissioner for persons with
disabilities, Government of Karnataka.

QuiZ

Bay of Pigs: Meaning, History, and
Significance

Meaning of “Bay of Pigs”

* The term Bay of Pigs refers to a bay on the
southern coast of Cuba, known in Spanish as
Bahia de Cochinos.

* In Hispanic/Spanish usage, “Cochinos” refers to
the queen triggerfish, a species common in the
region.

* Hence, the name does not refer to pigs, but to
this local fish species.

» The Bay of Pigs invasion was an unsuccessful
military operation undertaken in April 1961.

« It was planned and executed by the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA).

* The primary objective was to overthrow Fidel

Castro’s government, which had come to power in 1959.
* For the operation, the CIA trained Cuban exiles known as Brigade 2506, expecting them to land,

spark an internal uprising, and topple Castro.

* Post-1959, Cuba aligned itself with the Soviet Union, raising U.S. concerns during the Cold War.

* The U.S. wanted to:

* Prevent Soviet influence from expanding in the Western Hemisphere

* Replace Castro with a U.S.-friendly regime

* Halt the spread of communism in Latin America

Impact and Significance

* The invasion became a major embarrassment for the U.S. and the John F. Kennedy

administration.

« It strengthened Fidel Castro’s leadership and pushed Cuba closer to the Soviet Union.

* This failure was a key event contributing to the
dangerous moments of the Cold War.

Operation Ajax (1953 Coup in Iran)

Cuban Missile Crisis (1962), one of the most

» Operation Ajax (also known as TP-Ajax) was a ClA-led covert operation in 1953 to overthrow
Iran’s democratically elected Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh.
* Following the coup, Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the monarch of Iran, was restored to power

with expanded authority.

Why the Coup Happened

* In 1951, Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh nationalised Iran’s oil industry.

» Before nationalisation, Iran’s oil was controlled
was majority-owned by the British government.

by the Anglo-lranian Oil Company (AIOC), which
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 Nationalisation threatened British economic and strategic interests.

* His rule eventually became one of the causes of the Iranian Revolution in 1979.

» The coup was jointly planned by the CIA and British MI6.
» The operation on the ground was directed by Kermit Roosevelt Jr., a senior CIA officer.

ClA-Supported Coup in Chile (1973) and the Death of Salvador Allende

» The CIA-supported coup took place in Chile on 11 September 1973.
* It overthrew the democratically elected socialist President Salvador Allende.
» The coup was led by General Augusto Pinochet, commander-in-chief of the Chilean Army.

Who Was Salvador Allende?

» Salvador Allende became the world’s first democratically elected Marxist President in 1970.

* His government introduced:

* Nationalisation of major industries, especially copper mines

* Land reforms

* Social welfare programs

* His economic and political agenda directly challenged U.S. corporate and strategic interests during
the Cold War.

* Chile’s copper nationalisation harmed U.S. companies financially.

* The U.S. feared that a successful socialist democracy in Latin America could inspire other nations.
* Declassified documents show that the CIA:

* Funded opposition parties and labour strikes

» Supported media propaganda against Allende

» Worked to destabilise the Chilean economy

* U.S. officials approved plans to “prevent Allende from consolidating power.”

Events of the Coup (11 September 1973)

* The Chilean military surrounded the La Moneda Presidential Palace.

* Air Force jets bombed the palace while ground forces advanced.

+ Allende refused to surrender.

* During the assault, Salvador Allende died inside the palace.

* The official account states that he committed suicide using a rifle given to him by Fidel Castro,
though the circumstances remain historically debated.

Aftermath: Rise of Augusto Pinochet

* Following the coup, General Augusto Pinochet assumed control of Chile.

* His dictatorship lasted from 1973 to 1990 and was marked by:

* Suspension of the constitution

* Dissolution of political parties

* Mass arrests, torture, and disappearances

* Implementation of neoliberal economic reforms

» Thousands of Chileans were killed, exiled, or disappeared during this period.

Operation Gideon (2020): Failed Attempted Coup in Venezuela
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* Operation Gideon was a failed 2020 armed infiltration into Venezuela aimed at overthrowing

President Nicolas Maduro.

* The operation involved a small group of former U.S. Green Berets, private contractors, and

Venezuelan dissidents.

* The attackers attempted to enter Venezuela by fishing boats from the neighboring country

Colombia.

* The mission collapsed within hours, and most participants were captured or killed.

GS Paper 1: Society

TOPICS COVERED

03 December 2025

Society

People should disclose details as per Census Act, says Home Ministry in LS

T8 HATAT A AHAYT H HgT b AN B T ffad & SR faavor yoe

GG 1Y
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People should disclose details as per
Census Act, says Home Ministry in LS
GS | Society |

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

On being asked if disclos-
ing caste during the up-
coming Census would be
optional, the Union Go-
vernment said in Lok Sab-
ha on Tuesday that as per
the Census Act, 1948, “the
respondent is required to
answer questions to the
best of his knowledge or
belief.”

The statement came as a
written reply by Minister of
State for Home Nityanand
Rai in response to a ques-
tion by Trinamool Con-
gress member Shatrughan
Prasad Sinha, who asked
whether disclosing caste
for the Census would be
optional.

The Minister’s reply
mentioned Section 8(2) of
the Census Act, 1948,
which says, “Every person
of whom any question is
asked under sub-section (1)
shall be legally bound to

The Census will be the first digital census and the first to enumerate
caste in Independent India. RV. MOORTHY

answer such question to
the best of his knowledge
or belief.”

The next Census will be
the first digital census and
the first to enumerate caste
in Independent India.

The reply added that the
Office of the Registrar Gen-
eral and Census Commis-
sioner is in the process of
finalising a questionnaire
and it will be notified in the
official gazette.

When asked if the time-
line for the Census would
clash with school board ex-
aminations as many enum-
erators are also school-
teachers, the reply said:
“Primary school teachers
are usually appointed as
enumerators. The timeline
for Census 2027 has been
kept same like the past
practices followed in pre-
vious censuses.”

The reply said, “In Cen-

sus, Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes
(Sts) are enumerated strict-
ly as per the notified list of
SCs and STs, notified vide
the Constitution (Sche-
duled Castes) Order, 1950
and the Constitution (Sche-
duled Tribes) Order, 1950
(as amended time to time).
In Census 2027, Caste en-
umeration will be done as
decided by Cabinet Com-
mittee on Political Affairs
vide its decision dated
30.04.2025. The census
questions are notified after
finalisation.”

The Census 2027 will be
conducted in two phases.
— Phase I -House Listing
and Housing Census from
April to September, 2026
in a period of 30 days as
per the convenience of the
State/UT  Governments,
followed by Phase II - Pop-
ulation Enumeration (PE).
Population Enumeration
will be done in February
2027.

People should disclose details as per Census Act, says Home Ministry in LS

e HATAd A AipaYT # ol fb @ ) SroET siffad & e faavon

Ydhe BT d1feT

e People should disclose details as per Census Act, says Home Ministry in LS

T8 TAT - AHAUT & gl foh AN I STorET SfIfrad &

IR fdaRUT b HAT AlfgT

¢ On being asked if disclosing caste during the upcoming Census would be optional, the Union
Government said in Lok Sabha on Tuesday that as per the Census Act, 1948, “the
respondent is required to answer questions to the best of his knowledge or belief.”

i BT I1 T8l U@ oM W, g = HIAaR

S{TTH SFRTUMT & SR Sfd BT T
P APIHT H BT {5 S=TurET o

[T BT
RFTaH, 1948 & STUR “ITRGTAI BT (U GIITH AHBR

7 fI4T & SR Ul BT IR 1 IS g 1"
e The statement came as a written reply by Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai in

response to a question by Trinamool Congress member Shatrughan Prasad Sinha, who

asked whether disclosing caste for the Census would be optional.

I8 99 g Iy w1 faTHie I §RT qUige S NG
IR & FUH A1, i g1 U1 fob S & Sifd o1 gar

o ot

v9Te Rie1 & Uy & fafad
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The Minister’s reply mentioned Section 8(2) of the Census Act, 1948, which says, “Every
person of whom any question is asked under sub-section (1) shall be legally bound to answer
such question to the best of his knowledge or belief.”

T % IR H ST fUfaH, 1948 T URT 8(2) BT I favar T, forgH w1 mar |
Tore ot safeRy & IUURT (1) & T UH BT ST, T8 U HalaH ST RT T fayr & iR
I ¢4 & o At U ¥ a1 gm 1

The next Census will be the first digital census and the first to enumerate caste in
Independent India.

ST SRTOT Ugelt ffored SmorET gft iR Tads HIRd # Ugelt 9R S1fa &1 0T St

The reply added that the Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner is in
the process of finalising a questionnaire and it will be notified in the official gazette.

IR | oieT T fo HETfaee Td STV ST &1 Srarerd usTac &1 ifad U 33 o1
Ufehar 7 § 3R 32 oo | S1fgfera fosar seem|

When asked if the timeline for the Census would clash with school board examinations as
many enumerators are also schoolteachers, the reply said: “Primary school teachers are
usually appointed as enumerators. The timeline for Census 2027 has been kept same like
the past practices followed in previous censuses.”

S g1 741 foh SIFRTOMT &1 SHIHT Whd dts URIasil § ThIe a1 Tet, Riifds oy TUHIGdl
W R W 81d €, IIR A et T Wi Wod e IR W TR Mged 6T e
& | STFIIIUHET 2027 & T Ugd &1 STRT0MATSH H SfOATS 18 gt St g 79 7w g1

The reply said, “In Census, Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) are
enumerated strictly as per the notified list of SCs and STs, notified vide the Constitution
(Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 and the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950
(as amended time to time).

JWR T BT T “SUET § Srggfad S (SC) iR Srggfad SI=eiife (ST) &1 TT0MAT TRt
T (SrgfIa Sfa) 3=, 1950 SR WA (Srfera Seifa) SR, 1950 (THI-
Y R INT) Bt Rgfd Tt & SIgUR &1 o g |

In Census 2027, caste enumeration will be done as decided by Cabinet Committee on

Political Affairs vide its decision dated 30.04.2025. The census questions are notified after
finalisation.”

SITOTET 2027 H WG 70T Shfame Ifufa Iefae Al gRT 30.04.2025 &) fog 77w fAofg
& 3FIAR P ST | SERIOET Uy Sifad U iU o & a1g iftgfad fu oma g1

The Census 2027 will be conducted in two phases. — Phase | — House Listing and Housing
Census from April to September, 2026 in a period of 30 days as per the convenience of the
State/UT Governments, followed by Phase Il — Population Enumeration (PE).

SITOMT 2027 &) TRON & & S| — TR | — T FEDRT SR STIRT S-RTUT e |
Rydav 2026 & &9 30 &l Bt 31afdy &, Isu/dhg AR T TRBRI b1 JlAdT & TR, forgas
¢ RO || — ST-IEGAT UM (PE) BRI

Population Enumeration will be done in February 2027.

SRS IO WBRaRT 2027 H &1 ST |
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GS Paper 1: Geography

TOPICS COVERED

03 December 2025

How the river Kosi’s shifting course
exposes the perils of embankments

Do concrete embankments protect against floods from rivers such as the Kosi, or are their very walls making the plains more vulnerable? Floods

without embankments are milder; the alternative may be to learn to live with floods, as the US. has done, where embankments have been removed

M. Rupa Rasagna

n August 2008, Bihar experienced
one of the worst floods in nearly
five decades when the Kosi River
breached its embankment at
Kusaha in Sunsari district of Nepal, killing
more than 400 people and displacing
thousands. A staggering 33 lakh people
were affected at the peak of the flood in
Bihar.
Indeed, the Kosi river breaches the
walls of its embankment every few
years, imperilling lives and livelihoods,
and earning it the name river of sorrow.’
In the eastern Gangetic plains and the
adjoining floodplains, rivers have
overflowed during the monsoons for
centuries, causing catastrophic floods.
The Kosi originates in Tibet and Nepal
and later joins the Ganga in Bihar. Often
called “sapta Kosi” because of its seven
tributaries, it is a fragile and dynamic
river that naturally carries large quantities
of sediment. Over the years, the river has
shifted its course by several kilometres,
subsequently triggering floods.

Committee report

According to a report of the People’s
Commission on the Kosi Basin, an
independent commission, the river has
moved 120 km westwards in the last 250
years due to a heavy natural
sedimentation process. Experts suggest
the construction of a barrage in Nepal in
the 1950s, followed by an embankment in
Bihar, has significantly altered the river’s
natural flow.

Embankments are artificial structures
made of earth, stone or concrete,
designed to control water flow in
flood-prone areas.

These structures are made to endure
the effects of gravity, water pressure, and
other external forces and are expected to
remain stable over time. While they are
often promoted as an ideal solution to
protect settlements and enhance
agriculture, experts have long warned of
their limitations.

In 1951, the G.R. Garg Committee
report of the Central Waterways,
Irrigation and Navigation Commission
warned against such projects. It was
appointed after Assam decided to build
an embankment, hoping to prevent floods
during the monsoon.

The report observed that the two main
functions of a river — providing land (by
eroding and depositing) and draining its
basin — are disrupted by embankments. It
further cautioned that these structures
are useful only when the river carries less
silt; otherwise they could do more harm
than good.

Rather than pay heed to these
warnings, however, the Assam
government proceeded with building
embankments along the Brahmaputra
river. While the idea was simple — to
prevent floods - its effects were

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

counterproductive. In Assam,
particularly, coarse silt and sand were
deposited by rivers on the banks,
affecting agriculture. Local communities
lived in constant fear of a breach. Siltation
reduced the river’s depth and made
navigation more difficult.

Flood control

“The northern rivers carry a lot of silt. So
if you embank them, the river keeps
getting higher because of the
accumulation of silt,” said E. Somanathan,
head of the Centre for Research on the
Economics of Climate Change, Food,
Energy and Environment. “And because
every monsoon the silt adds up, an
embanked river after a few years turns
dangerous, even though initially it
provided some protection.”

This is why such incidents related to
the Kosi aren’t isolated: the river
breached its embankment in 1963, 1968,
1971, 1980, 1984, 1987, and in 1991, before
it breached again in 2008 and 2024.

Almost exactly a year ago, when the
Mahuli tributary of the Kosi river entered
India and hit the Kosi barrage, the
quantity of the silt in the river increased,
causing devastating floods.

Every year, the amount of silt threatens
locals and submerges vast tracts of
agricultural land.

The repeated breaches raise an
important question: should
embankments be considered
flood-control structures at all?

Influent and affluent rivers
“Whether embankments are necessary
depends on the aim,” Rahul Yaduka, a
postdoctoral scholar working on the
'WATCON Project at The School of
Oriental and African Studies, London,
said.

“If development is the aim, then
embankments will serve the purpose
because you tame the river. But people
have always been living with floods for
centuries. When the British noticed that
the Kosi river was shifting its course, they
found it difficult to control it, and decided
to build an embankment to control the
flow. But the result of this exercise was
water-logging outside the embankment,
causing floods for those who live between
the embankment,” Dr. Yaduka added.

On the other hand, Bindhy W. Pandey,
director of the Centre for Himalayan
Studies at the University of Delhi,
argued that embankments can play an
important role in rivers in the western
Himalayan region as they are less
flood-prone and geologically more stable.
He, however, cautioned against
constructing embankments on the rivers
in the eastern Himalayan region as they
were vulnerable to breaches, geologically
weaker and more prone to landslides.

“Rivers draining in the west are
influent, meaning that as the river flows
through different States, the precipitation

ee

If the river-linking project is completed,
5,247 cusecs of extra water will be
diverted towards the Mechi river. But
in the floods last year, Kosi river carried
nearly 6 lakh cusecs of water. So, we
are not reducing the flood water by
building embankments or by linking
the rivers

MAHENDRA YADAV
KOSINAV NIRMAN MANCH MOVEMENT

decreases. Whereas the east-flowing
rivers are affluent, that is, the amount of
precipitation increases in the course of
time,” said Prof. Pandey.

He added that construction in such
geologically weak regions must be paired
with constant monitoring and a
transparent rehabilitation process for the
displaced people.

His argument circled back to Dr.
Somanathan’s warning: that
embankments may offer short-term
protection but often open the door for
long-term vulnerability.

“Not a viable option’

contain the water well within their basins,
preventing floods.

Tall promises

Ahead of the Bihar election this year, the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
promised “flood to fortune” in their
election manifesto for the people of Bihar.
The coalition assured residents that if
elected to power, the newly formed
government will initiate the river-linking
project — embankments and canals under
the “flood to fortune” model — to
promote agriculture and fisheries,
according to the Sankalp Patra released
jointly by the BJP and NDA.

Though this promise carries with it a
tone of political optimism, the State’s
geography is complex and requires a
deeper understanding of the
long-standing ecological realities,
including sedimentation and siltation.
The river-linking project in question is the
Kosi-Mechi project, which aims to extend
the EKMC (Eastern Kosi Main Canal) up to
the river Mechi, a tributary of the river
Mahananda, mainly to provide irrigation
to the water-scarce region along the
Mahananda basin during the kharif
season. However, in reality, if it rains near
the Kosi catchment area, the monsoon
reaches Mahananda in a day or two and
there is barely any need for water during

e

“The U.S. has dismantled emban}

and allowed the flood to happen. When
we build more infrastructure that alters
the river’s course, the river bed keeps
increasing silt, but floods without
embankments are much milder. If an
embankment is built, then we need to
keep raising its height. But that requires
finances,” Dr. Somanathan said.

The alternative that he proposed is to
“learn to live with floods’. “When we do
that, we are allowing the river to actas a
natural drainage system,” Dr. Somanathan
said.

Mahendra Yadav, member of the Kosi
Nav Nirman Manch Movement, also
stands by the concept of ‘living with
floods” but believes this can happen only
if people between the Kosi embankment
are trained with early warning systems
and provided rehabilitation outside.

“The solution that can be offered to
people is to rehabilitate them outside the
embankment because if the embankment
is blocking them, they cannot get out,
even with early warning systems.”

“For India, an embankment is not a
viable option because we don’t have the
infrastructure to maintain it,” he said. But
as the embankments are a reality for
many rivers in northern India, Dr.
Yaduka suggested that one has to
“identify ways to make them better and
stable. Along with that, paleochannels
(abandoned ancient river or stream
channels) should be revived so that water
is distributed.”

Mr. Yadav also suggests the
improvement of palaeochannels, which
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“But if the issue [flooding] was to be
solved by an embankment, then there
should have been no floods at all, but that
is not the case. If the river-linking project
is completed, 5,247 cusecs of extra water
will be diverted towards the Mechi river.
But in the floods last year, Kosi river
carried nearly 6 lakh cusecs of water. So,
we are not reducing the flood water by
building embankments or by linking the
rivers,” Mr. Yadav explained.

Every year, more money has to be
spent on raising the embankment, but
that is not a sustainable solution, he
added. “In fact, it is a luxurious choice.
Even though money is spent, does it
actually sustain? And more importantly,
who is benefiting from it? The locals stuck
[with] the embankment face the wrath
without any rehabilitation facilities.”

“With the embankment, the flood has
increased nearly four times,” Mr. Yadav
said. He added that desilting should be
done according to scientific methods.

Dr. Somanathan contended that
embankments disturb ecological
integrity, groundwater, and biodiversity,
and expressed the hope that the
discourse would change from
flood-control to flood-resistance.

For the families that lose their homes
every year when a river swells, the
embankment is both a threat and a
promise, a line drawn against nature that
never seems to hold for long. But as the
Kosi’s story illustrates, every time an
embankment is raised, the river is quick
to reclaim its domain.

Gorakhpur

Page8


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©@ TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Patriotic V- YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

How the river Kosi’s shifting course exposes the perils of embankments

4 A FRI $T deadT A7 dedtl & Wl I ISR HIdT &

¢ Do concrete embankments protect against floods from rivers such as the Kosi, or are their
very walls making the plains more vulnerable?
T Hepic dedy DI St Afeal ¥ 3 arell 91¢ ¥ o=1d §, T1 1 371 AR &t AgH!
3% SRPRFET &1 X8 82

e Floods without embankments are milder; the alternative may
be to learn to live with floods, as the U.S. has done, where
embankments have been removed

fo1 qesell 3 a1g e gedl ol o; [Py Tg Bl TP g & |
q1¢ & 1Y i1 Ham o, o i et (u.s.) A fearg, -
wTgl dedell 3 geT fear T g

Kosi River and Floods

Sl 7Y 3R 919

e In August 2008, Bihar experienced one of the worst floods in nearly five decades when the
Kosi River breached its embankment at Kusaha in Sunsari district of Nepal, killing more than
400 people and displacing thousands. A staggering 33 lakh people were a* ected at the
peak of the « ood in Bihar.

3T 2008 H, fagR A TTH Ui &1 & qad Hi90r a161 § ¥ U H1 3gHd fohar 5@ wiat
& A AUTd & AW o7l o PRSI | U dedy Bl drs e, forrd 400 | Hferds @R AR U
3R IR} faTfud gl fogR o 916 & oRA WR 33 TG @RT UHTfad gul

¢ Indeed, the Kosi river breaches the walls of its embankment every few years, imperilling lives
and livelihoods, and earning it the name ‘river of sorrow.’

IRAa T, P et R $B I A U desy Bl ARl Bl Al St 8, P sfiam 3R arreiifde
TR H IS I 7, 3R 3 G Pt AP FHgl o 5|

¢ In the eastern Gangetic plains and the adjoining floodplains, rivers have overflowed during the
monsoons for centuries, causing catastrophic floods.
odf 7 3 B & 3R M- & §Tg AeHl &, Afeat afedt ¥ Ay & SR Iwdl 6§,
o famTere R o716 o g1

o The Kosi originates in Tibet and Nepal and later joins the Ganga in Bihar. Often called
“sapta Kosi” because of its seven tributaries, it is a fragile and dynamic river that naturally
carries large quantities of sediment.

It 1 I s SR “uTer # g1 § ok a1e # g fagr # 7w & ferch 71 ot wma
TSP AT & HRU T SRR “A BRIV HT o1l 5| T§ U AT 3R =i 7t §
v U J gt A1 H 399Tg dAHR Iofd! ]

e Over the years, the river has shifted its course by several kilometres, subsequently triggering

floods.

auf H, et 3 30 A B B fheiHier b 9ad fad &, form a1g ¥ 91¢ 311% § |

Committee report

e According to a report of the People’s Commission on the Kosi Basin, an independent
commission, the river has moved 120 km westwards in the last 250 years due to a heavy
natural sedimentation process.

A AN Fied HHIRE 319 ¢ PRA R &t e KU & SaR, YR Wiefde s/awre
UfthaT & HRUT IS 250 Tt § ¢l 120 fFardier ufdm o ok Rawes 75 31

e Experts suggest the construction of a barrage in Nepal in the 1950s, followed by an
embankment in Bihar, has significantly altered the river’s natural flow.
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IR gama 2 € P 1950 & g2 H Aurer § SR F Fmfor 3R 39S 91 f9gR # desy A
I F UIPTad UdTE HY BB Sed fear 2|

Embankments are artificial structures made of earth, stone or concrete, designed to control
water flow in flood-prone areas.

dedy frgY, TR a1 Hpie I 1 HHH i B1d ©, S S1g-Uaul &3 H od UdTe P Fafd s
¥ forg fEwime fovg STd B

These structures are made to endure the e« ects of gravity, water pressure, and other
external forces and are expected to remain stable over time.

Y TRTTE TF@IHYU, STe GaTd 3R 3T JTG<T Tl & UUT DT TG B b [T 18 offeit §
3R T & 1Y FRR 35 1 IAIG Bt et ¢ |

While they are often promoted as an ideal solution to protect settlements and enhance
agriculture, experts have long warned of their limitations.

IR BT & PR IR PN BT TgH P HTGRT GHIYM & ¥ H 375 SR TG (o631 S 6,
A faRes de Ioa ¥ 3! dArsi & aR § Idra d e |

In 1951, the G.R. Garg Commiittee report of the Central Waterways, Irrigation and Navigation
Commission warned against such projects. It was appointed after Assam decided to build an
embankment, hoping to prevent « oods during the monsoon.

1951 ¥ He1g Jaawi, Riamg ok Tag S &t oil.3fR. W afifa &t Ruic 7 0§ ufarenaei
¥ faae Jdra-t <t g Rurd 99 Fged &1 78 99 SR A UFYA & SR a1 JAdb- S e
sy S o1 ok feram i

The report observed that the two main functions of a river — providing land (by eroding and
depositing) and draining its basin — are disrupted by embankments.

o 3 uran i 9 & & o1 rd — YfH U™ $RA1 (Ferd SR AT gRY) $iR s 9fRE &t
Tt — Tesel gRT aed 81 6

It further cautioned that these structures are useful only when the river carries less silt;
otherwise they could do more harm than good.

RO =1 3 <rdrah & fob 3 TRamTd avft Sudih giell & S el 9 G AR aaidl 6; ST d
Y ¥ 3HfYF B ugar At ]

Rather than pay heed to these warnings, however, the Assam government proceeded with
building embankments along the Brahmaputra river.

S IAEA! TR A S & oI, 3RTH ARPR - FgTYF "dt & bR desel &1 fmfor ot
AT
While the idea was simple — to prevent « oods — its e+ ects were counterproductive.

Y AR TR AT — Mg b1 — dfdb 3D YR Ul A1

In Assam, particularly, coarse silt and sand were deposited by rivers on the banks, affecting
agriculture.

foRy & § s &, el gRT fHRl iR A1 e 3iR Ya o 1 12, o Y yyfad g2
Local communities lived in constant fear of a breach.

R G AR desd ged & U | ofid I3 |

Siltation reduced the river’s depth and made navigation more difficult.

e S 9§ ) P TGS HH B T 3R Aag i BT gl T

Flood cpntrol
CICARCEL]

“The northern rivers carry a lot of silt. So if you embank them, the river keeps getting higher
because of the accumulation of silt,” said E. Somanathan, head of the Centre for Research
on the Economics of Climate Change, Food, Energy and Environment. “And because every
monsoon the silt adds up, an embanked river after a few years turns dangerous, even though
initially it provided some protection.”

I AfGHT 9gd IR TG (silt) AH Tt § | FAAY TG 3T 3¢ deaidd Hd g, al e &
SHT 819 & HRUT et ST gldl oTdl 8,7 5. JHATYA, T BR NG 3 ¢ SHHIHET 3i1h
FAIgHE IS, B8, TTol U8 THaRR-HC & U A Hgl| “3R i g AT § e sgd! Igat
2, T3 9 a1 desfid T} WA g Sl 7, HA 8 YF3d H I 6 YRET UG &1 gl 1"
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This is why such incidents related to the Kosi aren’t isolated: the river breached its
embankment in 1963, 1968, 1971, 1980, 1984, 1987, 1991, before it breached again in 2008
and 2024.

= PR SR F Yaifdrd T geTshH Ae-UaT gl 8: el 7 1963, 1968, 1971, 1980, 1984,
1987, 1991 T 31U sy P! dIaT, 3R fhR 2008 3R 2024 T +ft qesy ge M|

Almost exactly a year ago, when the Mahuli tributary of the Kosi river entered India and hit
the Kosi barrage, the quantity of the silt in the river increased, causing devastating floods.

T Sl U aY Ugd, ITd S &1 Hgell T -4t YRA B YA HR BRI RIS J THS,
Al S § e (silt) B AR 96 TS, Y faARe Rt a1g 3|

Every year, the amount of silt threatens locals and submerges vast tracts of agricultural land.

§Taﬁ,111'<.'(si|t)ﬁwwﬁa@ﬁaﬁmﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁvﬁ@%%%@aﬁ@ﬁ
|

The repeated breaches raise an important question: should embankments be considered
flood-control structures at all?

IR-SR desY ger ¥ U HedyUl U IadT §: T deadl o ardd H a7 FHRor SRe=m A
ST A1 T?

Influents and affluents rivers

yarfed 3R Uy Afear

“Whether embankments are necessary depends on the aim,” Rahul Yaduka, a postdoctoral
scholar working on the WATCON Project at The School of Oriental and African Studies,
London, said.

oSty HaTad & A % S (aim) T PR el &, g agep!, S ofe Rid g
3T NRUCH TS i wWalsl  WATCON Wuide IR HRRd Udh URcSidexd Myl g, 3
el
“If development is the aim, then embankments will serve the purpose because you tame the
river. But people have always been living with * foods for centuries. When the British noticed
that the Kosi river was shifting its course, they found it die cult to control it, and decided to
build an embankment to control the « ow. But the result of this exercise was water-logging
outside the embankment, causing *« woods for those who live between the embankment,” Dr.
Yaduka added.

“7fe fIBTH (development) I &, Tl deatl THHT 35T TR Hd § Fid TG et Bl
fRifad o= od 81 AfT T Tl I a1g & 1Y Y8d oMY ¥ o1 ffewnt = 3 i ikt
3T ATf get TS ®, O I8 39 FRifAd A1 Bisd o 3R I UdTe ol fRafid s & faw
qeaY - &1 07 fora | Ao 9 Uar &1 IRumY desy o 9TeR SIaHRId & &0 | AT,
T 39 AN Y ST¢ BT THAT HRAT UST S desiel & ad Igd §,” 1. IgHT - oial|

On the other hand, Bindhy W. Pandey, director of the Centre for Himalayan Studies,

University of Delhi, argued that embankments can play an important role in rivers in the
western Himalayan region as they are less flood-prone and geologically more stable.

T O, foer sy, Ui, facet fayfaened & Hex Wik fRuTawq Wi & e, 7 ab
foan i dedy ufinft fRurerdt & o) it & meagy! YftreT Ay I&d § Fife 3 H4 Srg-vau
3R ymifa =0 i fRR B

He, however, cautioned against constructing embankments on the rivers in the eastern
Himalayan region as they were vulnerable to breaches, geologically weaker and more prone
to landslides.

gTdiliep, 361+ qdf feurerdt &1 &t Afeal § dedy 9 & e Fraer aRa- & Hgl Fifds
q dedy gen, Ymifa FHeiRt SR Y@ (landslides) 1 3% JUIGAT 3@l £

“Rivers draining in the west are influent, meaning that as the river flows through different
States, the precipitation decreases.

“OfEy B 3R T8 aTeh AHT STHIUE (influent) BiT 8, RreT 31 § fop S-S0 71t fafvrar
ITA! § TR §, a9l (precipitation) B gidit STl g |

Whereas the east-flowing rivers are affluent, that is, the amount of precipitation increases
in the course of time,” said Prof. Pandey.
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Safe Od 1 3R 98 aTelt AfeaT AP (affluent) BId B, 3rfd THT & 1Y qut ggat Sl
2 Y. Uig A el

He added that construction in such geologically weak regions must be paired with constant
monitoring and a transparent rehabilitation process for the displaced people.

I gl [ T8 Yl w0 3 R &3 § Fafn o1 &1 ey AR SiR fawafa dt
& forg uRe=it yaat ufthar & A1 SisT ST 9rgul

His argument circled back to Dr. Somanathan’s warning: that embankments may offer short-
term protection but often open the door for long-term vulnerability.

ITh1 A ST WA Bl At A Fodl 8- b dedy SeuspiiRie Y&l Uar R Jobd g,
AP IR Sfp1fere T & ge1d B

‘Not a viable option’

Tall promises

S ard

“The U.S. has dismantled embankments and allowed the flood to happen. When we build
more infrastructure that alters the river’s course, the river bed keeps increasing silt, but floods
without embankments are much milder. If an embankment is built, then we need to keep
raising its height. But that requires finances,” Dr. Somanathan said. '

“3MARPT (U.S.) 7 dedtl & gerar § 3R a1 &1 811 f3ar 81 99 &9 3if¥ie gfard gfer srd §
Sl &l & AT Pl Sadd g, df Tal BT I NG (silt) TG @1 5, Wb desd I 1 91¢ g
geobl Bl o1 TS Tedy 91T ST 8, oY 895 9P S8 Seld a1 Usdl gl Afe 39 forw faa
(finances) T1RY,” BT. WHATYE - Hal|
The alternative that he proposed is to ‘learn to live with floods’. “When we do that, we are
allowing the river to act as a natural drainage system,” Dr. Somanathan said.

I S fashed yRaTfad fopaT a8 § ‘91g & A1 S HREHr | “STe gH U AR §, A 89 A
DI TP WP e STa-FHRIT JUTe BT aRE HTH BRI od §,” ST AT = Hgl|
Mahendra Yadav, member of the Kosi Nav Nirman Manch Movement, also stands by the
concept of ‘living with floods’ but believes this can happen only if people between the Kosi
embankment are trained with early warning systems and provided rehabilitation outside.
HR% gTed, B 79 fHafor w9 siidias & Tew, 1t ‘a1 &A1Y S B S[aYRON &1 gHH
IR 8, A I A § 6 78 Ml THa § 5Ta DHIRA desy & o & Al i Sreff arfr
Reew T ufifera fovar sme ik 3= 18R YHatY faa s
“The solution that can be o ered to people is to rehabilitate them outside the embankment
because if the embankment is blocking them, they cannot get out, even with early warning
systems.”

“STT Y S T T O Wb § 98 I8 § fo 3= desy & aTeR YHary faar S anfe afe
sy 3 b @1 8, al 9 3reff arfir Rivew & d1av[g a1er T8t e urd 1”

“For India, an embankment is not a viable option because we don’t have the infrastructure to
maintain it,” he said. But as the embankments are a reality for many rivers in northern India,
Dr. Yaduka suggested that one has to “identify ways to make them better and stable. Along
with that, paleochannels (abandoned ancient river or stream channels) should be revived so
that water is distributed.”

ST P, “URd & AT ey TP HagTND fdPHe (viable option) Ta! § FHilfs THR U 30
T TG BT gFATE! gfen 781 8 1 Ao b I URd &I Fs Afedl & T dediy T
ARG §, ST. TgepT A go1a a1 fob W 3% dgaR 3R FRRR 71 & i @l 817 | 34
Wﬂﬁaﬁfﬁaﬂﬁ(paleochannels)ﬁmmwmmﬁmﬁﬁl"

Mr. Yadav also suggests the improvement of palaeochannels, which contain the water well
within their basins, preventing floods.

greq St i AferaTer o QUR &1 grd 3d §, o 3o aRM & iR Uit &l Apehr 7@a § 3R
§1¢ B Abd 8
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Ahead of the Bihar election this year, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) promised
“flood to fortune” in their election manifesto for the people of Bihar.

39 9 & f98R 19 ¥ U, AP AP difa® e (NDA) A fogR & @il & forg s
AT DY § ‘OIS ¢ WiedA” &1 aal [Tl

The coalition assured residents that if elected to power, the newly formed government will
initiate the river-linking project — embankments and canals under the “flood to fortune”
model — to promote agriculture and fisheries, according to the Sankalp Patra released
jointly by the BJP and NDA.

TosYA = ARt & sy fear o afe Iar & g7 7Y, @ 78 MR Rax-fifd vivee =
HIN — TS g GBI AISd & dgd dead 3R 8- — T i R W UTa &I 9gral
feam S 9o, SR s HIoTaT 8iR TEIT gRT Ugad ©0 ¥ SR Jhed U= § 681 11 5

Though this promise carries with it a tone of political optimism, the State’s geography is
complex and requires a deeper understanding of the long-standing ecological realities,
including sedimentation and siltation.

BT Ig aTel IS STRIATG ot §U &, T H1 YN (geography) Sifed & iR SUH da
g T o T urRfRufoe arafaswarsit, S 3r@a¥1e (sedimentation) 3R 7T SHTG
(siltation) B! et THY Pt ATTTHAT B |

The river-linking project in question is the Kosi-Mechi project, which aims to extend the
EKMC (Eastern Kosi Main Canal) up to the river Mechi, a tributary of the river Mahananda,

mainly to provide irrigation to the water-scarce region along the Mahananda basin during the
kharif season.

forg fYaR-feifdT ufdiier &1 a1d 31 <& &, 9 HIil-Ad uikdie 3, foreT 3579 EKMC
(F% HRA A7 F419) * AR T8 95 T 7, S AeTT A I Jgud Al 7, T/
THE AR & TgTHal SRF & Sa-heiid 83 &1 RiTg UeM o3 & ol

However, in reality, if it rains near the Kosi catchment area, the monsoon reaches
Mahananda in a day or two and there is barely any need for water during the monsoon.
FTAlTd aRATADHdl T8 & [ afG BRI Fade &7 § TR g &, df A Up-al fei 8§
TG d% Ugd STl § 3R AFYA & SR UTHT BT ST BYs ATIRIHdT el gl |

“But if the issue [flooding] was to be solved by an embankment, then there should have been
no floods at all, but that is not the case.

“Qfer I Toe [@1g] desy ¥ 8 &1 ST, Y foegpa +f a1e 761 81+ =nfey off, iR T & B
If the river-linking project is completed, 5,247 cusecs of extra water will be diverted towards
the Mechi river. But in the floods last year, Kosi river carried nearly 6 lakh cusecs of water.
e Rar-feifh tiviae 1 81 S , 1 5,247 Fg@® sifalad ur f=ht 9 & oik @i faa
Q| A fUed a8 &1 a1g &, IR ! THTHT 6 TR FgHD T ddbR aa|

So, we are not reducing the flood water by building embankments or by linking the rivers,” Mr.
Yadav explained.

3T 89 deadl SHIHR T AT SISHR d1¢ & U B HH el B I8 o,” TG4 Sil = JHAAT|
Every year, more money has to be spent on raising the embankment, but that is not a
sustainable solution, he added. “In fact, it is a luxurious choice. Even though money is
spent, does it actually sustain? And more importantly, who is benefiting from it? The locals
stuck [with] the embankment face the wrath without any rehabilitation facilities.”

TR Y TqY BT ST TgM W 3HH U T A1 USdT 3, Al I8 BIs fepras quIUT 7t
§, S8 SIST| “aRdd H, I8 U ager) faded 31 ¥l €1 01 W giaT 8, o1 98 arad | fedar
272 3R T He@yul, ST S ATHIFIA 81 61 32 dest & B R al faer fddt gafa
gfaen & SUH1  Aad g I”

“With the embankment, the flood has increased nearly four times,” Mr. Yadav said. He
added that desilting should be done according to scientific methods.

“JesY b Y, ¢ TTHT TR AT §¢ 7S 3,” 1ed St 3 Tl 3614 sireT & Siffee aafre
WDl & AR FI ST AUl

Dr. Somanathan contended that embankments disturb ecological integrity, groundwater,
and biodiversity, and expressed the hope that the discourse would change from ¢ flood-
control to flood-resistance.

ST WUATYA 7 el & dedy uRfRufae sRasdr, Yord, 3R Sa fafaerar o a1fia #7d €,
3R 3TN T i fop Tt S1e-Fa=0r A Fre-uferiy &t 3R geari|
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o For the families that lose their homes every year when a river swells, the embankment is both
a threat and a promise, a line drawn against nature that never seems to hold for long. But as
the Kosi’s story illustrates, every time an embankment is raised, the river is quick to reclaim
its domain.

3 URART & foTT S §R 9 A1ET & I W 30 TR W &d 5, ey Th Ta’T 1l § 3R Th
arer oft — ¥ favg Wit T2 we @1, S S 99T @ o el urdht | afes o b BIRi &t
HEHI I ©, B IR 99 dCaY ST [l oITdl 5, ! STeg! o1 30 &= &I a9 of el ¢

Kosi River does not originate from a single point. Instead, it is formed by the
confluence of three major Himalayan rivers:

1. Sun Kosi — Originates near Tibet—Nepal border, close to Mount Shishapangma
region (Tibet).

2. Arun River — Originates from the northern slopes of Mount Everest region in Tibet
(Borang Khola).

3. Tamur River — Originates near Kanchenjunga in eastern Nepal.

e

| K". Tz
=h- I
“ i
{

Protesters gather during a demonstration organised by Bulgaria’s Opposition PP-DB coalition against the proposed financial framework of
the country’s Budget, outside Parliament, in Sofia, Bulgaria, on Monday. REUTERS

Protesters gather during a demonstration organised by Bulgaria’s Opposition PP-DB
coalition against the proposed financial framework of the country’s Budget, outside
Parliament, in Sofia, Bulgaria, on Monday.
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Govt. plan to ‘pre-install’ app triggers storm

According to cyber experts, once the app
‘takes root’ it can be used to add spyware

| Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
I ment’s mandate on
Monday for smart-

phone makers to pre-in-
stall the Sanchar Saathi
app sparked backlash from
the Opposition and from
digital rights activists.
Leader of the Opposition
I | in the Rajya Sabha Malli-
karjun Kharge wrote on X
that “unilateral directions
to preload this app without
taking into confidence va-
rious stakeholders and citi-
zens is akin to dictator-
ship”, and that the app was
“yet another addition to
the long list of attempts by
the BJP to strangulate the
voice of the people”.

Rajya Sabha MP Priyan-
ka Chaturvedi from the
Shiv Sena (UBT), reacting
to Communications Minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia’s

Opposition questions unilateral decision, says it
is an attempt to ‘strangulate the voice of people’

assurance on Tuesday that
the app can be deleted if
users wished, said, “When
you say ‘mandated’ in your
notification, when you are
asking every mobile manu-
facturer to preload a go-
vernment app, it then
comes preloaded on every
phone. So it is absolutely
ridiculous [to say] that you
can voluntarily download
or delete the app.”

Undermines consent
CPI(M) leader and Rajya
Sabha MP John Brittas
wrote in a letter to Com-
munications Minister Jyoti-
raditya Scindia that “com-
pulsory pre-installation,
even if deletion is later per-
mitted, undermines the
very principle of informed
consent and transforms
the mobile phone into a
potential instrument of
continuous digital
supervision”.

Sanchar Saathi app integrates tools launched by DoT
to tackle fraud calls, check IMEI, block stolen phones

@

o

There is no snooping or
call monitoring... If you
don't want the app, don't activate
it. Ifyou do wantit on

your phone, keep
it. If you want to
- delete it, delete it

Union Communications r )

: JYOTIRADITYA
- %  SCINDIA
Minister

strangulate

!

The app has so far helped detect and

disconnect about L.75 crore fraudulent
mobile connections, trace close to 26 lakh stolen/

missing phones, and recover 7.5 lakh phones

SAMBIT PATRA, BJP spokesperson

Sanchar Saathi is an app
that the Department of Te-
lecommunications (DoT)
launched initially as a web-
site in 2023 to allow users
to flag fraudulent phone
calls. The app also inte-

grates other tools the DoT
has launched in the past,
such as a feature to check
the “genuineness” of the
International Mobile
Equipment Identity (IMED)
number assigned to a dev-

Govt. plan to ‘pre-install’ app triggers storm

IWHR B ‘H-IEia’ TY e I faarg

S

Q! ..[this] is yet another

attempt by the BJP to

the voice of the people...

Unilateral directions to
preload this app without
_taking into confidence

various stakeholders is

+ akin to dictatorship

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE
. Congress chief

ice, and to block a stolen
phone by barring telecom
operators from working on
a blacklisted IMEI
Mandating the Sanchar
Saathi app to be installed,
as the DoT did in an order

to phone makers on Mon-
day, would likely mean
that users wouldn’t be able
to uninstall it, as is the case
for private apps pre-in-
stalled on many smart-
phone brands’ devices.

Root access

Some worried about the
potential for a pre-installed
app like this to be used as a
carrier for malware and
spyware.

Anand Venkatanaraya-
nan, co-founder of Deep-
Strat, a policy and cyberse-
curity consultancy, said on
X that a “Regulator as a
Malware operator is quite a
thing in India,” as “[olnce
you get root in OS layer by
a govt app, an Over the air
update is all it takes to “get
more permissions”.

Root access refers to pri-
vileged access in an operat-
ing system, which pre-in-
stalled apps usually have;

such access allows apps to
add to what they have ac-
cess to without prompting
users to accept additional
permissions.

Last week, the DoT or-
dered WhatsApp and other
platforms like it to restrict
users to devices containing
the SIM card they used to
register. That order also or-
dered WhatsApp web and
similar secondary access
mechanisms to be logged
out every six hours.

Both directions were is-
sued under the Telecom
Cyber Security Rules,
2024, which were amend-
ed in November to allow
the DoT to target a wide
range of firms which use
mobile numbers to identify
users, going beyond its
usual remit of telecom
Operators.

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

e Opposition questions unilateral decision, says it is an attempt to ‘strangulate the voice of
people’

fauel 7 THRBT B W JdTd ISMT, el fb T A b1 ST o DT TIRT ©

e Sanchar Saathi app integrates tools launched by DoT to tackle fraud calls, check IMEI, block
stolen phones
TaR 1l TU § BT (DoT) GRT 9IRT IUHUT XM & Sl LGS i b+, IMEI i 3R
I §U B il B & o &

e According to cyber experts, once the app ‘takes root’ it can be used to add spyware
TrSeR ISR & SR, U §R U0 e TR o d, <l 39 WA SIgA & e SWad
T S gebell

e The Union government’s mandate on Monday for smartphone makers to pre-install the
Sanchar Saathi app sparked backlash from the Opposition and from digital rights activists.
THAR B $g WBHR & WCHH (Ataret o e gt T -3erd B4 & e 7 fauer
IR fERea iR srfewdfelf @t AR dar 3t

e Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge wrote on X that “unilateral
directions to preload this app without taking into confidence various stakeholders and citizens
is akin to dictatorship”, and that the app was “yet another addition to the long list of attempts
by the BJP to strangulate the voice of the people”.
Tyt H fauer & AT afeee @edt A X WR forar i o1 fRaure! ok Aries! & fayrg
7 foTe QU ) THAlle FHRA BT UHaRWT Fox arTRITg! o/ 87, 3R I8 % g8 qu 9t grr @l
DI AT I & T B gl & U 3R ol gl

e Rajya Sabha MP Priyanka Chaturvedi from the Shiv Sena (UBT), reacting to
Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia’s assurance on Tuesday that the app can be
deleted if users wished, said, “When you say ‘mandated’ in your notification... it is absolutely
ridiculous to say that you can voluntarily download or delete the app.”

1R (gelidh) ot Ty Tie et agad) 3 TR 1 saferifem Riftmr & sy sam w
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yfafear <t for Tu = oY g o IobdT 8, 3R Hel, “od MY Aifefhebeq H 3fHard F8d §...
9 U8 g SIS ¢ fob 310 U &1 W1 q SISTarS T {Sciie & Thd g 1”7
¢ Undermines consent

HeHfy &) AR HdT 8

e CPI(M) leader and Rajya Sabha MP John Brittas wrote in a letter to Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia that “compulsory pre-installation, even if deletion is later
permitted, undermines the principle of informed consent and transforms the mobile phone
into a potential instrument of continuous digital supervision”.

Hrdftamg (e Aar 3R ASTIHT Ti¥IE ST e 3 TR 13 wifaife Riftrar & o forgas
Hgl fop “3ifard W-EeTa=M, Hd 81 916 § 8T &1 3Afd g, gid Jgufd & RiGid & HHeIR
FRAT 8 3R AERd B & FRER f$fiea ARF &1 Iuao s gar g1’

e Sanchar Saathi is an app that the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) launched

initially as a website in 2023 to allow users to flag fraudulent phone calls.

TIR W2 T U g O gREAR fAUTT (DoT) 7 2023 T Ugd dawse & ©U H Al fohar AT
e UGN SIRATSY Dlct Dl THT DR T |
¢ The app also integrates tools such as a feature to check the “genuineness” of the IMEI

number, and to block a stolen phone by barring telecom operators from working on a
blacklisted IMEI.

T8 UU IME| i8R &1 “UTOrGar Sia- iR IRt U B & saiid B &1 giae 1t Ue™ &
8, For R Fufdl &) /b feRe s IMEI TR &9 63 § T ST |

e Mandating the Sanchar Saathi app to be installed, as the DoT did in an order to phone
makers on Monday, would likely mean that users wouldn’t be able to uninstall it.

R OHaR ! B fAatarett o fau 7 e & dgd Jar arft U sifHard =0 3 Serd
mﬁmaﬁ%%w&ﬁﬂsﬁmﬁmm@

www.patrioticias.in

Root access
T TR

e Some worried about the potential for a pre-installed app like this to be used as a carrier for
malware and spyware.
F& anlt A forar Siarg o T th-Seeia YU Aaaar 3R WTaaaR &1 719y &5 9l g

¢ Anand Venkatanarayanan, co-founder of DeepStrat, said that a “Regulator as a Malware
operator is quite a thing in India,” and that once a govt app gets root in OS layer, an “over
the air update is all it takes to get more permissions.’

TR & Y5-I 37 IheTRMUA A F8l fb “URd H e &1 JaamR HTReR 51
ST St 91 8,7 3R Udh IR IRBRT TT $I 3T AR H we Taay Hd o, df “sifafked
3FAfY UM & T Had T 3T suSe T 31

e Root access refers to privileged access in an operating system, which pre-installed apps
usually have; such access allows apps to add permissions without informing users.

T THY $T Ao TR Ried H ARy fa=or g1 8, s -3 T & UM SRR gidl
?; 399 VU 91 SualTehdl &) 9amd tfaRad TRIERM Sie Iod gl

o Last week, the DoT ordered WhatsApp and other platforms to restrict users to devices
containing the SIM card used for registration, and also ordered that WhatsApp Web
sessions be logged out every six hours.

e e Sic A [TEAY 3R = Wehil & e a1 fos Iwiewal baa 34t R &18
ITal &Iy ao Wit 38, o 351 Iore = fora o, oik Teaiy 349 &1 &R 98 He o
RRSIREACDIRT Y

e Both directions were issued under the Telecom Cyber Security Rules, 2024, which were

amended in November to allow DoT to target a wider range of firms using mobile numbers for
identification.

3l e Sefterra Argar Riadt fAaw, 2024 & dga 9 fu 1, 5= TdaR & 9=ifda
foar T o1 A1fs STc DI 3HfUH YPR B a1l B! faafid w1 P srafa i T ot
Magd FeR SMUTRd Ugar &1 IuANT Bl g
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IMEI means International Mobile Equipment Identity.
It is a unique 15-digit number given to every mobile phone, just like a fingerprint for
devices.
No two phones in the world have the same IMEI.
It helps authorities and network operators:
o identify a phone
o block a stolen phone
o track the device (only by authorised agencies like police)
o stop illegal or cloned phones from working on networks
You can check your phone’s IMEI easily:
Dial *#06# — IMEI appears on screen
On the phone’s box
Under the battery (in older models)
In Settings — About Phone — IMEI
Example: If you dial *#06#, your screen may show:
o IMEI1: 356782091234567
o IMEI2: 356782091234568
o (Dual SIM phones have two IMEIs.)

What does IMEI actually do?

If your phone gets stolen: You can report the IMEI to police or use India’s CEIR portal.
The government can block the IMEI so the stolen phone becomes useless —

even if the thief changes the SIM card.

Example: A stolen phone cannot make calls, use data, or register on any network after IMEI
blocking.

Mobile towers do two things when you insert a SIM:

read SIM number (identifies user)
read IMEI (identifies device)

Stops fake/illegal phones: Phones with duplicate or fake IMEI numbers can be banned from the
mobile network.

Example

Some cheap imported counterfeit phones used to copy IMEIs.
Now they get automatically blocked when detected.

What IMEI does NOT do (common myths)?

IMEI does not store personal data

IMEI does not track your location by itself
IMEI does not tell your name or contact details
IMEI cannot be changed legally
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Only authorised government agencies can track a device using IMEI, and only under legal

procedures.

HC asks U.P. govt. to act against
converts retaining benefits
meant for Scheduled Castes

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Allahabad High Court
has asked the Uttar Pradesh
government to crack down
on people who have con-
verted to Christianity but
continue to avail benefits
meant for the Scheduled
Castes.

A Bench of Justice Pra-
veen Kumar Giri, in its or-
der passed on November
21, cited an order of the
High Court of Andhra Pra-
desh, which said that caste-
based discrimination does
not exist within the Chris-
tian faith and, therefore,
the basis for Scheduled
Caste classification stands
nullified upon conversion,
irrespective of the exis-
tence of any previously is-
sued caste certificate.

Citing a Supreme Court
order, which observed that
claiming caste-based bene-
fits to avail reservation af-
ter conversion amounts to

The HC was hearing a
plea by a man facing
charges of outraging
the religious feelings of
a particular community

a “fraud on the Constitu-
tion”, the Bench directed
the State to act in accor-
dance with the law to iden-
tify and prevent such oc-
currences wherein people
who have converted to oth-
er religions are availing be-
nefits meant for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward
Classes.

The court passed the di-
rection while dismissing a
plea filed by a man named
Jitendra Sahani, who has
been accused of “promot-
ing enmity between two re-
ligious groups” and “out-
raging the religious feelings
of a community”. In his
plea, Mr. Sahani stated that
he merely sought permis-
sion to hold a gathering to

“preach the words of Jesus

Christ”, but the police false-

ly implicated him in the
case. The police told the
court that the applicant,
who belonged to the Kewat
community, mentioned his
religion as Hinduism in his
affidavit filed in support of
his plea but had converted
to Christianity. One of the
witnesses, quoted by the
police in the chargesheet,
submitted that Mr. Sahani
used to allure people to
convert to Christianity.
Noting the relevant pro-
visions of the Constitution
(Scheduled Caste) Order,
1950, under which no per-
son who belongs to a com-
munity other than Hindu,
Sikh or Buddhist shall be
deemed to be a Scheduled
Caste member, the court
asked the Maharajganj DM
to take action against Mr.
Sahani if found guilty of for-
gery by claiming to be Hin-
du in court documents
while being a Christian.

HC asks U.P. govt. to act against converts retaining benefits meant for
Scheduled Castes

TR A gl TR A srggfua wnfadi & fore Huffea @y a+ o ywfafeal &

e HRATS B P BBl
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HC asks U.P. govt. to act against converts retaining bene ts meant for Scheduled Castes

TR A 3 AN & AT gUt TREHR F HRATS HRA ! Dl off Srggfard rfaal (Scheduled
Castes)%ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂi‘d?ﬂﬂ efarr & a1 off A 8 B

The Allahabad High Court has asked the Uttar Pradesh government to crack down on people
who have converted to Christianity but continue to avail benefits meant for the Scheduled
Castes.

SATEIEIG BTEPIC 1 IR UK PR A H8T ¢ fob 3 39 Al & RAAT® HRars B 514 §918
ef 3o foran B, Afeee R ot srgRgfra siferat & forg FReifya @y od 3gd 8

A Bench of Justice Praveen Kumar Giri, in its order passed on November 21, cited an order of
the High Court of Andhra Pradesh, which said that caste-based discrimination does not exist
within the Christian faith and, therefore, the basis for Scheduled Caste classie cation stands
nulli ed upon conversion, irrespective of the existence of any previously issued caste

certi cate.

SIftes ydior AR Rt Bt Ui 7 21 TdaR 3 UIikd U= S H Y U= FIBIC B 3N
1 gare far, s wer T o $urg ol & wifer ememid Newra e i, safere yufaRu &
1S S_IfRId SATfe FfHR0T BT SMYR TAT g1 S &, dTg Ugdl SIRY SHTfel SHTo Hisle gl T
T8l

Citing a Supreme Court order, which observed that claiming caste-based benefits to avail
reservation after conversion amounts to a “fraud on the Constitution”, the Bench directed the
State to act in accordance with the law to identify and prevent such occurrences wherein
people who have converted to other religions are availing benefits meant for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes.

T B¢ & 3T 31T &1 gaTer <o gy, Ford Fg1 mar o1 o mfaRor & a1 onfay smemfd ary
T AT & 1Y @S 8, o 3 Io8 WHR o1 e f3ar i 98 S & S uR
HIRATS B AR TY AT B b S8l YATGRUT R gob AN T, Tt 3R St & forg
feffa ey AR 5l

The court passed the direction while dismissing a plea ¢ led by a man named Jitendra

Sahani, who has been accused of “promoting enmity between two religious groups” and

“outraging the religious feelings of a community”.

3ferad = a8 e Rrds et A safad o arfiesT Wi HRa g faar, o/ o <al anftfe

Tl & oTa gRA Fer SR fordll Tqara &t ¢1fife HIaATE Sed BT &1 3R 5

In his plea, Mr. Sahani stated that he merely sought permission to hold a gathering to “preach

the words of Jesus Christ”, but the police falsely implicated him in the case.

3Tt anfrent & #ft At A el [ a8 Baa «dig] wiie & ISR 7 F U U HA Bt

ST W TE &, b gferg A 35 Terd aich § Al § tha fea|

The police told the court that the applicant, who belonged to the Kewat community, mentioned

his religion as Hinduism in a« davit « led in support of his plea but had converted to

Christianity.

e 3 31eTerd & am fb 3HTded, STt hae Wqerd 9 §, 3 3! aTfad! & I9d9 & grR

AWM T 3T 4 fEg foran, Afp a5 $rs ol o ufafda g1 g1 71

One of the witnesses, quoted by the police in the chargesheet, submitted that Mr. Sahani

used to allure people to convert to Christianity.

gﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁg&lﬂma@wwmﬁwﬁi oft gre-it AT Y $HTs UH T F o Ty
I

Noting the relevant provisions of the Constitution (Scheduled Caste) Order, 1950, under
which no person who belongs to a community other than Hindu, Sikh or Buddhist shall be
deemed to be a Scheduled Caste member, the court asked the Maharajganj DM to take
action against Mr. Sahani if found guilty of forgery by claiming to be Hindu in court documents
while being a Christian.

AU (S Sifd) SMmeRT, 1950 & UIGHTH! &1 Ieaid HRd gu, o oruR fig, R an
dtg & 3rama fordlt 31 TG &1 e Srggfed SiIfd &1 W el AT ST Ydhdl, 3fererd
TeRTorTS S1ed &) ST fean i afe o gt 3 S9rE 819 & Sas[g sreTed & qwdrden § Wy
! fg Sarn g, o SraaTsit ST Y U ofF IR 3% RIeh HRaTs He|
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Rajya Sabha proceedings
disrupted as Opposition
parties continue protest

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

As the Opposition conti-
nued to disrupt the Rajya
Sabha for a second straight
day on Tuesday with de-
mands for an immediate
discussion on the special
intensive revision of electo-
ral rolls, the Union govern-

»
.

IS R < RS R N TR < <~ <
N @ ) @ ) 6;1 R M @ R

ment insisted that a discus-
sion on 150 years of Vande  Rajya Sabha Chairman C. P. Radhakrishnan leaving after adjourning
Mataram would come first.  the House proceedings during the Winter Session on Tuesday. ANI

The Centre said that it
was not averse to a discus-
sion on the SIR, but said
the Opposition could not
insist on a date.

After a morning ad-
journment, the Opposition
members staged a walkout
in the afternoon, raising
slogans, saying “SIR par
charcha ho (there should
be a debate on SIR).”

Within an hour of con-
vening on Tuesday morn-
ing, proceedings in the Up-
per House were adjourned
till 2 p.m. following prot-
ests by the Opposition par-
ties. The protests escalated
after Chairman C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan rejected 20
notices under Rule 267 on

five different subjects, stat-
ing they did not meet the
procedural requirements.
As the Zero Hour proceed-
ed amid the commotion,
the Chair adjourned the
proceedings till 2 p.m.

As soon as the Rajya
Sabha met at 2 p.m., Trina-
mool Congress leader De-
rek O’Brien again raised
the matter of an SIR de-
bate.

In his response, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said the Busi-
ness Advisory Committee
had decided to discuss the
150 years of Vande Mata-
ram and this should pre-
cede the debate on “electo-

ral reforms”. Mr. O’Brien
said more than 14 Opposi-
tion parties wanted an ur-
gent discussion as people
were dying because of the
SIR exercise.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, said
notices under Rule 267
were given as the matter
deserved the immediate at-
tention of Parliament.

CPI(M) member John
Brittas said the SIR debate
should be taken up on
Wednesday, and the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam’s
Tiruchi Siva too said the sit-
uation demanded urgent
attention of the House.

Rajya Sabha proceedings disrupted as Opposition parties continue protest

faueh wifdal & faty S ¥4 A a1 Bt FrRiarE) arfea
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Rajya Sabha proceedings disrupted as Opposition parties continue protest

faueft miféa grT fakly IR Y & IsaaHT #t Srfargdt a1 g3

As the Opposition continued to disrupt the Rajya Sabha for a second straight day on Tuesday

with demands for an immediate discussion on the special intensive revision of electoral

rolls, the Union government insisted that a discussion on 150 years of Vande Mataram

would come first.

fuer ¥ AR ¥R &7 Taerar @t & faRiw e gienT W @id 9af &1 A $Rd gu

ﬁmaﬂmmﬁ T &g A SR SHR Hel [ Ugd dg HTaRT & 150 9 W 9af
|

The Centre said that it was not averse to a discussion on the SIR, but said the Opposition
could not insist on a date.

$g 3 6el P 98 SIR R == & e 7t 8, Afp fauer Ie W 9k et ¢ G|

After a morning adjournment, the Opposition members staged a walkout in the afternoon,
raising slogans, saying “SIR par charcha ho (there should be a debate on SIR).”

aﬁ;f%'gw%ara,awﬁﬁu&ﬁmﬁqﬁmgqﬁaﬁmm,av—ar?fgqﬁ?“smw
-

Within an hour of convening on Tuesday morning, proceedings in the Upper House were
adjourned till 2 p.m. following protests by the Opposition parties.

AR IE 96 & 8 & U b & HiaR gt fauef faxiy & SRl 3= g & srfare 2
ol b W R & T |

The protests escalated after Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan rejected 20 notices under Rule
267 on five different subjects, stating they did not meet the procedural requirements.

Rty 3R 5 a1 9ie gumufa Wd. JrurewE J fFaw 267 & dgd Uik fawal w T T 20
AfeT sraieR #= feul

As the Zero Hour proceeded amid the commotion, the Chair adjourned the proceedings till 2

p.m.
T & o9 o 8 SfiRT 3ifaR 311 g1, gHTufd 3 SrfaTe! 2 a9 do g &= |

As soon as the Rajya Sabha met at 2 p.m., Trinamool Congress leader Derek O’Brien again
raised the matter of an SIR debate.

ISTHT & 2 T 934 81 JUHE S AT S I = R SIR 989 &1 JgT Io1T|

In his response, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said the Business Advisory
Committee had decided to discuss the 150 years of Vande Mataram and this should
precede the debate on “electoral reforms”.

Tadrg s vt fepvor RfSreg 3 et i faem veargerdt i 3 98 aravd & 150 9 W
T q9 B & 3R I8 “TAd! YR WR 969 I Usd ghf|

Mr. O’Brien said more than 14 Opposition parties wanted an urgent discussion as people
were dying because of the SIR exercise.

ST A Tel [ 14 J it el wiféat aapra =i T § ®ife SIR 3na & R
AR R &

The Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, said notices under
Rule 267 were given as the matter deserved the immediate attention of Parliament.

g H el & A1 AfceTel @S A $el i Fom 267 & dgd ey sufer fau mu
i AT WUG BT dahId & aredl g |

CPI(M) member John Brittas said the SIR debate should be taken up on Wednesday, and
the DMK’s Tiruchi Siva too said the situation demanded urgent attention of the House.

e (EH) T Wi fer™ 3 $81 fF SIR 989 gUaR &I 141 91T, 3R DMK & farst
Rrar 7 1t w1 I Y I & TepTa o= Bt AT B B
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Mandating the Sanchar Saathi app to
tackle cybercrime is an overkill

T he growing sophistication of cyber-

crimes, from “digital arrests” to anony-

mous, large-scale cross-border scams,
has made tackling them both urgent and difficult.
Cybercriminals have exploited a security gap
wherein user accounts on instant messaging apps
remain functional even after the associated SIM
card has been removed, using this anonymity to
conduct government impersonation fraud. The
rampant use of spoofed or tampered IMEI num-
bers has also made tracking perpetrators nearly
impossible for law enforcement. It is perhaps in-
evitable that the government seeks sharper tools
to address these software and hardware vulnera-
bilities, which explains the Department of Tele-
communications’ directives on November 28 and
December 1. The first mandates “SIM binding” —
ensuring that a user’s account is disabled if the
physical SIM is removed. In the second, smart-
phone manufacturers must pre-install the San-
char Saathi app to verify device authenticity in all
new devices by March 2026. While the first direc-
tive is a security patch which could inconve-
nience WhatsApp/Internet messaging users, the
second is reminiscent of the saying, the road to
hell is often paved with good intentions. The solu-
tion to the problem of counterfeit handsets and
spoofed IMEI numbers is a cure that could poten-
tially be more damaging than the disease.

The explicit instruction in the directive that
the app is “readily visible and accessible to the
end users at the time of first use or device setup
and that its functionalities are not disabled or res-
tricted” would mean that this app will be given a
higher security clearance within the phone’s op-
erating system, allowing it more intrusive access
to features such as camera, phone or SMS access.
The potential for misuse of this app for state sur-
veillance and being utilised by a malicious entity
after compromise to target millions of users is ve-
ry present and clear. This is no empty fear consi-
dering what the Union government has done
with the use of Pegasus software to target the pol-
itical opposition, journalists and activists. Not-
withstanding Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia’s clarification that users could delete the app,
the directive’s text mandating that it cannot be
disabled suggests that it will function more as a
Panopticon and less as a simple verification tool.
As the Supreme Court’s K.S. Puttaswamy (2017)
judgment established, any state intrusion into
privacy must satisfy the tests of legality, necessi-
ty, and proportionality. The government already
possesses less intrusive means to verify device
genuineness. The Sanchar Saathi web portals,
SMS-based checks, and USSD codes should suf-
fice. By ignoring these less invasive alternatives,
the directive on Sanchar Saathi fails the propor-
tionality standard. It is little wonder that privacy-
conscious manufacturers such as Apple have re-
portedly refused to comply with this order.

¢ While the first directive is a security patch which could inconvenience WhatsApp/Internet
messaging users, the second is reminiscent of the saying, the road to hell is often paved with

good intentions.

Zero stars

= Rar

° Mandating the Sanchar Saathi app to tackle
cybercrime is an overkill

HIFER HURTY ¥ e & g TaR ardht 8o &7 sifrard
B U SifaRfdpa 3

Cybercrime Vulnerabilities and Government Directives

ISR AWRTY HASINGT 3R TWhRY g

. The growing sophistication of cybercrimes, from
“digital arrests” to anonymous, large-scale cross-border
scams, has made tackling them both urgent and difficult.
ReRFed ke A AHR A, 93 9HM WR 3
IRATS T, AR SR BT T Sfeadet 3 I
e 3 Saxad SR Hie a1 fear 8|
. Cybercriminals have exploited a security gap
wherein user accounts on instant messaging apps remain
functional even after the associated SIM card has been
removed, using this anonymity to conduct government
impersonation fraud.
TISER SURITR = T GR&M /IH! HT HRIET ISM g, forad
TR TS a1 R TR @Id Haifd {19 e 9 &
ae i Ifthg T8d €, 3R 3T THATH &1 IUINT J TSR
gfoeoor eRared & o o B
° The rampant use of spoofed or tampered IMEI
numbers has also made tracking perpetrators nearly
impossible for law enforcement.
$SBTS fHT Y Tga FaRi & U JudiT = ft HILT
Tai GOIRa & RoTT SO &1 Ual ST SRTHT SRiva
S fem g1
. It is perhaps inevitable that the government seeks
sharper tools to address these software and hardware
vulnerabilities, which explains the Department of
Telecommunications’ directives on November 28 and
December 1.
TYqa: T8 UG § for TWHR 37 WedR 3R FrEamR
HASIRET & Fges & T 31t g SR @il 361 8, S
?ﬁﬂﬁ%%%ﬂé@?ﬁ? 1 fader & A= &1 gHaTan
I
. The first mandates “SIM binding” — ensuring that a
user’s account is disabled if the physical SIM is removed.
ugar A Rm IEfET sifard wrar g — o v
gF1Ea 1 o afe +lifoe R gers ol &, @ SudiTebdl &1
arar fAfssa g1 |
. In the second, smartphone manufacturers must pre-
install the Sanchar Saathi app to verify device authenticity
in all new devices by March 2026.
T e ¥, Wrew A ot o A 2026 & @it U
IUERUT B TR A U h-Sxeta w1 sifard fovan ma g,
d1fd IUHRUN Bt UHIOTH AT FATUd Pt Sl Gab |
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wiel uee MY U GRam U ¢ off Gaw Ja1 ST aian & iy argfyur ¥er o Teba 7, ael
TR 9 HEIad &1 TG el & — 3 JRIG1 A TR DI A Yadh! gialt g
The solution to the problem of counterfeit handsets and spoofed IMEI numbers is a cure that
could potent|ally be more damaging than the disease.

fPT 7T UgaM HeRl Bt GHET DT JHYH WY FHART F 3ffed
BIPR® HIfed 8 e 8
The explicit instruction in the directive that the app is “readily visible and accessible” to the
end users at the time of first use or device setup and that its functionalities are “not disabled
or restricted” would mean that this app will be given a higher security clearance within the
phone’s OS.
e & T %51 7 § % U “ugdl IR SUGIT A1 IUSRU Ve F qHT WF T I fowrs ¢
3R FAY B 3R 3T Hrfemard stem a1 ufasfid 7 87, foraet o1 g fas 70 &) w9 &t vomeft
o I YR& 3Afd & st
Allowing it more intrusive access to features such as camera, phone or SMS access.
O 38 HIRT, B a1 Yo ot gfaursit 9@ $ifie sxausR! ugd fHe gl g1
The potential for misuse of this app for state surveillance and being utilised by a malicious
entity after compromise to target millions of users is very present and clear.
29 U0 & o FARIE & o gSuanT 3R S9% JHSidl g1 & a1¢ fordit gHiaTgul S8 R
Al FUANTEHArat Bl A=A §9H &1 WU 98¢ ardfad 3R W Bl
This is no empty fear considering what the Union government has done with the use of
Pegasus software to target the political opposition, journalists and activists.
g BIS IgfaIE SR eI 8, TR Ig 3T gU [ g WHR o ¥ Ueb IR AGedTR &1
SN TSI fauef, TeRI 3R Sridbdre i A= a9 & fore fasar o)

Notwithstanding Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia’s clarification that users could delete the
app, the directive’s text mandating that it cannot be disabled suggests that it will function
more as a Panoptlcon and less as a simple verification tool.

gTalte ot Tt SR Rifdram 3 ¥y faan i SudhTadl U0 &1 82T Iavd 5, A (Gl
% U1 H HET T § T S srem T8 foham o b, S g xifaT 8 6 I8 U WneRor g
JUHRUN BT T (YD Teb TR GRTAT Bl RGBT BT

As the Supreme Court’s K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) judgment established, any state
intrusion into privacy must satisfy the tests of legality, necessity, and proportionality.

ST b oA B¢ & 2017 & fofg 3 wifta faran, Mositaar 7 fdt off o0 ssaay &) S,

TIRAHT 3R AT AT & TAET B GRT BT AT

The government already possesses less intrusive means to verify device genuineness.

w%wﬁﬁﬁmﬁwﬁmaﬁaﬁ%ﬁmmwwwwwwm
|

The Sanchar Saathi web portals, SMS-based checks, and USSD codes should suffice.

IR I 99 I, HaR SeRd Sid IR $Is Uaid g a1yl

By ignoring these less invasive alternatives, the directive on Sanchar Saathi fails the
proportionality standard.

%?BwﬁqaﬁﬁWﬁWMM Hb, TR Arft W AW srquifasar AFe o fawa
|

It is little wonder that privacy-conscious manufacturers such as Apple have reportedly refused
to comply with this order.

g 3Nyd Pt 91d a1 § {6 Muaar & ufa Jed Fafdr ST dR IR 39 31w o7 UTeiH o4 3
TTHR B b ¢ |
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1. | A template for security cooperation in the Indian Ocean

3¢ TENITR ¥ TR&M WgahT & T U dwde

2.
Why is .thgre no peace in Ukraine?
geb ¥ xrifa T4 1 82
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From Honduras to Poland, Trump is meddling in elections as never
before

Figey A Nid's a%, g Ugd 1t 1EY $Y R gl A gRGU R T3 7
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A template for security cooperation in the Indian Ocean
T

(S |1 IR: Indian Ocean Region]

n November 20, 2025, India hosted the
0 7th National Security Advisor-level

summit of the Colombo Security
Conclave (CSC). India’s National Security Adviser,
Ajit Doval, hosted his counterparts from other
member-countries, Sri Lanka, the Maldives,
Mauritius and Bangladesh, while counterparts
from Seychelles and Malaysia were observer state
and guest, respectively. The CSC has sought to
position itself as a critical forum to promote and
foster cooperation in the domain of security in
the Indian Ocean region.

Initiated as a trilateral grouping between India,
Sri Lanka and Maldives in 2011, the group lost
steam in light of the political transition in the
Maldives and Sri Lanka, and lack of convergence
among the member-states to identify priorities in
security cooperation in the Indian Ocean. The
group reconvened its engagement under the aegis
of the CSC in 2020, a proposed framework to
further cooperation in maritime security,
counter-terrorism, trafficking and organised
crime and cybersecurity. Since then, the group
has remained steady in not just maintaining
momentum among its member-states but also
inducting countries. In 2022, Mauritius joined as
a full member, while in 2024, the group saw the
admission of Bangladesh.

A region witnessing shifts

For India, the summit, in 2025, comes at a pivotal
moment. Frameworks of cooperation in the
maritime domain, in the broader Indo-Pacific,
and indeed in the Indian Ocean appear to be
undergoing a crucial shift. Given the focus of the
CSC on non-traditional issues of maritime
security, it is vital to bolster cooperation in
mitigating the looming challenges. While the
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There are
encouraging
signs that
member-country
engagement is
deepening in
the Colombo
Security
Conclave, but
challenges
remain

Indian Ocean maritime security architecture
remains fragmented due to the lack of any
singular institutional framework, groups such as
the CSC must remain committed to enhancing
cooperation in this regard.

The issue of development

Importantly, for the wider Indian Ocean littoral
world, and especially the members of the CSC,

maritime security challenges are often coupled
with their developmental priorities.

Given the extent of dependency these
countries have on the oceans for their economic
progress, securing challenges emanating from the
maritime domain is crucial. In many ways,
maritime security challenges are deeply
intertwined with the lives and livelihoods of not
just the littoral communities in these countries
but also appear to unlock new opportunities for
their national economies in today’s era of
sea-borne globalisation.

This year’s summit has been crucial in many
ways. First, the group saw further expansion by
way of accession of Seychelles as a full-member
into the forum. This signals a deep commitment
among countries in the region to harness
cooperation within the mandate of the CSC.
Second, for India, the CSC also marks a new step
in further deepening engagement with its
maritime neighbours, amidst an increasingly
volatile geopolitical and security shift that
appears to be underway in the region in lieu of
China’s growing presence and influence.

Third, the summit further underscores the
growing vitality of the security dimension in
enhancing cooperation to boost regional
cooperation in the Indian Ocean.

Fourth, the inclusion of Malaysia in this year’s

A template for security cooperation in the Indian Ocean

TR & fore U eruele

& HeNINR o gran

Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) Summit 2025

PIadl Y& "arg (CSc) AR awaq

2025

summit as a guest participant may pave the way
for further expansion of the group.

Viewing the China factor

However, as the CSC envisages its expansion and
broadening the contours of its agenda, some key
challenges appear to be looming. First, for India,
a key maritime security priority is anchored in
the nature and extent of the Chinese presence in
the Indian Ocean. On the other hand, the other
member countries of the CSC appear to not view
the Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean as a
major security challenge given their dependence
on Beijing as a key developmental partner.
Therefore, a careful balance needs to be achieved
by India to address the question of growing
Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean.

Second, the CSC must direct efforts to
strengthen an institutional framework. At
present, the group operates at a National Security
Adviser-level structure. With growing synergies
among its member-countries, the group must
seek to institutionalise cooperation such that it
remains consistent in aligning policies with
actionable pathways of cooperation.

Third, domestic uncertainties in countries
such as Bangladesh, and the ensuing impact on
how Dhaka continues to engage with India and
the other member-countries may run the risk of
uncertainty over the group’s resilience.

Given this context, the CSC has made
significant advances in heralding a new
framework of cooperation in a region that suffers
from a deep lack of cohesion and convergence
among countries on issues of security. Efforts to
imagine the way ahead must remain anchored in
the need to foster institutional resilience and
cohesion among its member-countries.

e On November 20, 2025, India hosted the 7th National Security Advisor-level summit of
the Colombo Security Conclave (CSC).

20 FdeR 2025 BT HRA A

T P AT B

¢ India’s National Security Adviser, Ajit Doval, hosted his counterparts from other member-
countries — Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Mauritius and Bangladesh, while counterparts from
Seychelles and Malaysia were observer state and guest, respectlvely

YRd &

IRET JATGHR Sfoitd SIUTA = 3 YT 32 —

HIcial Y& AATG (CSC) & 7d AP YR&T AATGPR-WR 1T Rrer

et ATadla, AR 3R

TR & T TreT ) Ao &1, ST AR SR HARMT HHY: THaeD I IR
3fAfY & ¥u H Iufyd |

e The CSC has sought to position itself as a critical forum to promote and foster cooperation
in the domain of security in the Indian Ocean region.

CSC 3 W8 & YR TgRINR &7 3t GR&T & &5 H TgaIT H! 98141 & 3R Menfed d
2d TP Hedqul §9 & T & RITIT d &1 7 fHar g

o Initiated as a trilateral grouping between India, Sri Lanka and Maldives in 2011, the group
lost steam due to political transitions in the Maldives and Sri Lanka and lack of convergence
among member-states to identify priorities in Indian Ocean security cooperation.

2011 ¥ URd, fid®1 3R Aradta & 9 e Fueia 9qg & ©u 3 = g3 I8 Wig, Tadd
3R et H IS daamal aUT Haw o=N & aTd YR TEITR JR&T TganT &f
i dret IR WgHfd 9 §9 UM & SR i U T

e The group reconvened its engagement under the aegis of the CSC in 2020, a proposed
framework to further cooperation in maritime security, counter-terrorism, trafficking,
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organised crime and cybersecurity.

g THE 2020 B CSC & dad G: Tichd gafT, ST TS GR&T, Tadbarg-Ath $RATg, axpl,
HST SURTY 3R AIFER Y& & g dg™ & [o1¢ T YA ST |

Since then, the group has remained steady in not just maintaining momentum among its
member-states but also inducting countries.

9 q U8 GHE 7 Pacl 3TN Y ST P e T §1Y 7@ § FRR @71 § 9fetp ¢ it oy off
RIENEREEE]

In 2022, Mauritius joined as a full member, while in 2024, the group saw the admission of
Bangladesh.

2022 T AN qUf 9w & U & WA gofT, Jafe 2024 § Fiee™T &1 g J 2niid faar
T

A region witnessing shifts

LIRCORIR: KICEGIROE]

For India, the 2025 summit comes at a pivotal moment.

YRd & forT 2025 1 RRaR wWeq v fForfaes awa w sman gl

Frameworks of cooperation in the maritime domain, in the broader Indo-Pacific, and indeed
in the Indian Ocean appear to be undergomg a crucial shift.

ikl Ny gl 1= R Tty TErETE # g b g
Hedqul §gad ¥ oRd ﬁ'@"%ﬁﬁ%l

Given the focus of the CSC on non-traditional issues of maritime security, it is vital to
bolster cooperation in mitigating the looming challenges.

CSC &1 & TS GR&M &b AR-URUNS gl WR Higd g & HRUT, SH Tl &1 Y
TR B TEANT Bl YEg HRAT HAd AT ¢

While the Indian Ocean maritime security architecture remains fragmented due to lack of
any singular institutional framework, groups such as the CSC must remain committed to
enhancing cooperation in this regard.

fHE Ui TRIFTT i & 31HTa T URIT HERINR &1 T GRe&m G- ot ot ©fEa g,
T8 # cSC o g &I 359 fgxn # wgdh g & forg ufaes Yg= arfgul

The issue of development

fae ST

Importantly, for the wider Indian Ocean littoral world, and especially the members of the
CSC, maritime security challenges are often coupled with their developmental priorities.
Teayul ®U ¥, AU §e HTHNR dead! fay 3R faAwer csc & Jawit & forg Iuel JRa
AT SRR 379! fapraTeHs® wrufirdars 3 9t g g1

Given the extent of dependency these countries have on the oceans for their economic
progress, securing challenges emanating from the maritime domain is crucial.

= =0 Bt 3wl & fore ARl R fndvar &1 Swd g, vt & @ S gHIfaal o
YT & Tgayui gl

In many ways, maritime security challenges are deeply intertwined with the lives and
livelihoods of not just the littoral communities in these countries but also appear to unlock
new opportunities for their national economies in today’s era of sea-borne globalisation.
F8 RID! U, TS GR& AT 7 Hadt 39 <=0 & A1 THEr! & oia 3R ATonfaenT I
RIS U oI ©, Sl AHut AfIPROT b 31 I H ITb! AP Srefeqawref & iy A5 HHIEATE
ff et wrelta g B

This year’'s summit has been crucial in many ways.

9 9 &1 RRR T $s A9+ & Agayqul 387 5|

First, the group saw further expansion by way of accession of Seychelles as a full-member
into the forum.

U5, T - ARed & YUl 9ew & ¥ § M g F SR fawr <@l
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This signals a deep commitment among countries in the region to harness cooperation
within the mandate of the CSC.

Ig &3 & SN & 19 CSC & THICT & d8d HgaNT B g™ &I Mgl Ufaagdl &I e2ial g
Second, for India, the CSC also marks a new step in further deepening engagement with its
maritime neighbours amidst an increasingly volatile geopolitical and security shift that
appears to be underway in the region in lieu of China’s growing presence and influence.

GIRT, YR & T CSC 30 T TSIRMET & 1Y WIS Y TTGRT B 1 (G & U 1 HeH
%, fadver & o fiF Y sedt SufRufa i uuTe & o S1Ra WRIeFIfae iR e
ufead=l &1 gyufly 7|

Third, the summit further underscores the growing vitality of the security dimension in
enhancing cooperation to boost regional cooperation in the Indian Ocean.

IR, R e A ffe 78R H @1 98T & S61al ¢+ 8 gR&T 3TH & ded Jed
B 3R Raifed fpar|

Fourth, the inclusion of Malaysia in this year's summit as a guest participant may pave the
way for further expansion of the group.

T, 39 94 & RRR Tha & gl & sifafy afaurht & wu o it fFeom @ Tyg &
3R R &1 A7 U2Rd &) Geha B

Viewing the China factor

o FRP B @A §T

However, as the CSC envisages its expansion and broadening the contours of its agenda,
some key challenges appear to be looming.

BT, CSC TF 30 TolST & Gk 3R fAaAR B o oxdl 5, A $© T gAladr SHat
faars <t B

First, for India, a key maritime security priority is anchored in the nature and extent of the
Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean.

Ug e, YR & T T T st gRa wufiear fiie mermR & A SufRufa & uefa ok
IR R anuid g

On the other hand, the other member countries of the CSC appear to not view the Chinese
presence in the Indian Ocean as a major security challenge given their dependence on
Beijing as a developmental partner.

T 3fR, CSC & 3 I ¥ 30 fASTHIedTd AEigR & ©U H Sifol R far & &R
fec mRramR & = Iufufa &) o TRam gt Tt Ara |

Therefore, a careful balance needs to be achieved by India to address the question of
growing Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean.

g9y, fée wermR o i SufRufa & Tea wuta I fAue & o URd &) th Irauriguf
e S g
Second, the CSC must direct efforts to strengthen an institutional framework.
G, CSC I Uh RN &id DI ASgd B o foll T HA g
At present, the group operates at a National Security Adviser-level structure.

¥ g P YR&T HATGPR-WIR R Haferd giel 6|
With growing synergies among its member-countries, the group must seek to institutionalise
cooperation such that it remains consistent in aligning policies with actionable pathways of
cooperation.
T <=M & S Fgdt Qrioadl & 1Y, JHE &1 TgaRT B AT U & T T H3Al
TR ATl ~feral Braf-a= T TgAT & AW & 3T a1 3G |
Third, domestic uncertainties in countries such as Bangladesh, and the ensuing impact on
how Dhaka continues to engage with India and the other member-countries may run the risk
of uncertainty over the group’s resilience.
TR, FirATeRT SR RN TR SFRRATE 3R YR G 37T TR <=M & 1Y BTHT Bt TS TR
JHT YUTd T &1 RITRIE & W HFATar &1 Sifaw ITd o Gl ¢ |
Given this context, the CSC has made significant advances in heralding a new framework
of cooperation in a region that suffers from a deep lack of cohesion and convergence
among countries on issues of security.
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g T #, CSC 7 JReM AmEl R S & o qrHere 3R SifieRor &t &t ara & o
TN & ¢ 2R ! fexn & wgeayuf wwfa &1 21

o Efforts to imagine the way ahead must remain anchored in the need to foster institutional
resilience and cohesion among its member-countries.

3 Pt fzm & FHUiRd H & varal &) o S & HRImTd fRRET iR Jrie &1 sgrar

<

Sudan’s RSF ‘takes control’ of strategic West Kordofan town

Sudan’s RSF ‘takes
control of strategic
West Kordofan town

Reuters
CAIRO

Sudan’s paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) said
that it seized full control of
Babanusa, a transport
junction in the country’s
south, though its rival, the
Sudanese army, disputed
the claim.

In a statement on Mon-
day, the RSF said its “liber-
ation” of Babanusa in West
Kordofan state — the latest
frontline in the war in Su-
dan — came as it repelled
“a surprise attack” by the

Sudanese army in what it
called “a clear violation of
the humanitarian truce”.

On Tuesday, the army
denied that the RSF had ta-
ken the entire town, and
accused its rivals of conti-
nuing attacks on Babanusa
despite RSF commander
Mohamed Hamdan Daga-
lo’s announcement of a un-
ilateral ceasefire.

The army dismissed the
ceasefire declaration as a
political tactic aimed at
masking RSF movements
and alleged foreign
support.

gSH &1 RSF A U3 HIgiwH &
o B uR AT fear

e Sudan’s paramilitary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) said that it seized full control of
Babanusa, a transport junction in the country’s
south, though its rival, the Sudanese army,
disputed the claim.
TS B! e IS TUIE B (RSF) 3
DT fb I ¥ & féru # R uRas SawH
AT R R 0 6 e 8, giaiifes 39
EIREE ﬁ@Fﬁ 1 4 39 31d &I faarfed sam
¢ In a statement on Monday, the RSF said its
“liberation” of Babanusa in West Kordofan
state — the latest frontline in the war in Sudan
— came as it repelled “a surprise attack” by the
Sudanese army in what it called “a clear
violation of the humanitarian truce”.

AHaR &I {4 ¢ Ue 59 |, RSF A &gl [
Tf3H FIEBHE I T TG S ISP “Gfr
— O B & T B T qH Treazd g — ad
B3 Od 39 YIS U1 & “SEd gHe Bl
Weg faar, for I8 “AHdIa G favTd &1 Wy
IgT Bl

e On Tuesday, the army denied that the RSF
had taken the entire town, and accused its

rivals of continuing attacks on Babanusa despite RSF commander Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo’s announcement of a unilateral ceasefire.

HTAAR &Y, W1 A SASR a1 f RSF A Y H¥dl R Fraoll & fordn 8, 3R o wfagfgal w
FETTAT R §AAU SR G BT RIT T, S RSF HHER HIgHG §HGH Rl -

THARWT GG (AT 1 GIwon i |

o The army dismissed the ceasefire declaration as a political tactic aimed at masking RSF
movements and alleged forelgn support.

@Fﬁg ﬁ%‘\’ﬁﬂm&raﬁ

RIS XU JdTd gU WTiRel o e, foeT 35-9 RSF &1
[ERISIRI
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From Honduras to Poland, Trump is
meddling in elections as never before

The Republican leader has taken US. political interventionism, or foreign interference, as critics call it, to its next level by openly calling on voters in

other countries to elect his ‘right-wing friends’; only Russia came close in employing such tactics in former Soviet bloc countries, political analyst says

NEWS ANALYSIS

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

he United States

has meddled for

decades in elec-
tions around the world.
But no modern president
has done so as brazenly as
Donald Trump.

Forget shady CIA-
hatched plots or surrepti-
tious media campaigns.
Mr. Trump has openly
called on other countries’
electorates to vote for his
right-wing friends, often
deploying his favorite tool
of social media.

Most recently, Mr.
Trump on his Truth Social
platform endorsed Hondu-
ran right-wing candidate
Nasry Asfura as “the only
real friend of Freedom”
and vowed to work with
him.

Mr. Asfura held a nar-
row lead after voting on
Sunday.

“I cannot think of a time
when a U.S. President was
willing to just openly state
his preferences in foreign
elections in this way, at
least in modern history,”
said Thomas Carothers, di-
rector of the democracy,
conflict and governance
program at the Carnegie
Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace.

Mr. Trump has felt espe-
cially emboldened in Latin
America, where the United
States has long intervened.

No country was left un-

Turning kingmaker: Trump's $20 billion bailout boosted Javier Milei (L) in Argentina’s midterms;
Poland’s Karol Nawrocki (R), who was endorsed by a key U.S. official, clinched the Presidency. Arp

touched by what many
view as a return to U.S. in-
terventionism in what the
Trump administration has
taken to calling “our
hemisphere.”

“Every Latin American
country has a position of
asymmetry with the Unit-
ed States. That is a baseline
position,” said Alejandro
Frenkel, international rela-
tions professor at Argenti-
na’s San Martin University.

Mr. Trump’s Secretary
of State, Marco Rubio, has
belittled Colombia’s elect-
ed left-wing President,
Gustavo Petro, as a “lunat-
ic,” and imposed sanctions
on a Brazilian judge who
prosecuted former far-
right President Jair Bolso-
naro for trying to overturn
election results.

US. has intervened
in foreign elections
more than 80 times
since the end of
Second World War

In Argentina, Mr. Trump
promised $20 billion to
prop up the struggling eco-
nomy but warned it would
vanish if voters rejected
President Javier Milei in le-
gislative elections. The fire-
brand libertarian’s party
ultimately triumphed.

Shift to the right

“It’s a consistent attempt
to influence the politics, to
reinforce what I think they
see as already a shift to-
wards the right that’s gain-
ing force across the re-

gion,” said Will Freeman, a
fellow on Latin America at
the Council on Foreign
Relations.

In Venezuela, where
there is no election to in-
fluence, Mr. Trump has
suggested the use of U.S.
military might to remove
leftist leader  Nicolas
Maduro.

Mr. Trump has also
sought to tip the scales in
Europe.

His homeland security
chief, Kristi Noem, on a vi-
sit to Poland openly en-
dorsed Karol Nawrocki,
the conservative candidate
for President who went on
to win.

Mr. Trump had less suc-
cess in Romania, where a
far-right ally lost the Presi-
dential election, but only

after a previous vote was
controversially annulled.

Vice-President ].D.
Vance on a trip to Germa-
ny publicly attacked res-
trictions on the far-right
AfD party.

Mr. Trump or his aides
have heaped praise on
British anti-migrant law-
maker Nigel Farage and
criticised a court ruling in
France against far-right
leader Marine le Pen.

“Tilting democracy’

The Trump administration
has also stripped back de-
cades of efforts to promote
democracy overseas, with
Mr. Rubio issuing a cable
instructing embassies to
avoid most commentary
on the legitimacy of elec-
tions abroad.

The stance mirrors Mr.
Trump’s approach to elec-
tions at home. He refused
to accept his 2020 loss and
was charged with trying to
overturn results in the
state of Georgia—a case
dropped last week in light

of his 2024 election
victory.
Mr. Trump, perhaps

mindful of his own expe-
rience, has publicly urged
Israel’s President to par-
don scandal-tainted Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Ironically, Mr. Trump in
a speech in Riyadh in May
denounced intervention-
ism, at least in the West
Asia [Middle Eastern] con-
text, saying that past U.S.
efforts had turned into
disasters.

Political scientist Dov
Levin in a 2021 book found
that the United States had
intervened in foreign elec-
tions more than 80 times
since the end of Second
World War—more than any
other country.

Still, Mr. Carothers said
that Mr. Trump was unique
not only in his public
methods but in his appa-
rent motivations. “It’s dif-
ferent than during the Cold
War when the United
States often favoured a par-
ticular person, but they did
so for geostrategic rea-
sons,” he said.

“What we have here is
more that Donald Trump
feels he has a group of
friends out there in the
world whom he wants to
help,” he said.

Mr. Carothers said that
only Russia came close in
tactics, with the Kremlin
weighing in heavily to
make known its preferenc-
es in former Soviet bloc
countries, such as recently
in Moldova where its can-
didate lost.

“A very high percentage
of European leaders would
like to see Viktor Orban
lose the next election, but
they’re not going to say so
out loud,” he said, refer-
ring to Hungary’s right-
wing  populist Prime
Minister.

Mr. Trump welcomed
Mr. Orban to the White
House last month. Speak-
ing together to reporters,
Mr. Trump said that Euro-
pean leaders needed to ap-
preciate Mr. Orban more.

From Honduras to Poland, Trump is meddling in elections as never before
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The Republican leader has taken U.S. political interventionism, or foreign interference, as
critics call it, to its next level by openly calling on voters in other countries to elect his ‘right-
wing friends’; only Russia came close in employing such tactics in former Soviet bloc
countries, political analyst says
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The United States has meddled for decades in elections around the world.
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But no modern president has done so as brazenly as Donald Trump.
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Forget shady CIA-hatched plots or surreptitious media campaigns.
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Mr. Trump has openly called on other countries’ electorates to vote for his right-wing friends,
often deploying his favorite tool of social media.
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e Most recently, Mr. Trump on his Truth Social platform endorsed Honduran right-wing
candidate Nasry Asfura as “the only real friend of Freedom” and vowed to work with him.
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e Mr. Asfura held a narrow lead after voting on Sunday.
IR DI TdeH & dle F SRHT AR dgd R U

e “| cannot think of a time when a U.S. President was willing to just openly state his preferences
in foreign elections in this way, at least in modern history,” said Thomas Carothers, director
of the democracy, conflict and governance program at the Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace.
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e Mr. Trump has felt especially emboldened in Latin America, where the United States has long
intervened.

afe SR & ot T A fadiy wu ¥ Wy Hed fordr §, et Ygad g dd THg § gxay
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¢ No country was left untouched by what many view as a return to U.S. interventionism in what
the Trump administration has taken to calling “our hemisphere.”
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o “Every Latin American country has a position of asymmetry with the United States. That is a
baseline position,” said Alejandro Frenkel, international relations professor at Argentina’s

San Martin University.
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e Mr. Trump’s Secretary of State, Marco Rubio, has belittled Colombia’s elected left-wing

President, Gustavo Petro, as a “lunatic,” and imposed sanctions on a Brazilian judge who
prosecuted former far-right President Jair Bolsonaro for trying to overturn election results.
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e In Argentina, Mr. Trump promised $20 billion to prop up the struggling economy but warned it
would vanish if voters rejected President Javier Milei in legislative elections. The firebrand
libertarian’s party ultimately triumphed.
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o “It's a consistent attempt to influence the politics, to reinforce what | think they see as already
a shift towards the right that’s gaining force across the region,” said Will Freeman, a fellow on
Latin America at the Council on Foreign Relations.
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e In Venezuela, where there is no election to influence, Mr. Trump has suggested the use of
U.S. military might to remove leftist leader Nicolas Maduro.
AU &, STel YHId B & forg 18 g1a 21 8, ot o 3 arydedt e frepYan ArgRt )
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e Mr. Trump has also sought to tip the scales in Europe.
ot 7 3 R F 1ft TIA FHH B BRI B 7

e His homeland security chief, Kristi Noem, on a visit to Poland openly endorsed Karol
Nawrocki, the conservative candidate for President who went on to win.
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e Mr. Trump had less success in Romania, where a far-right ally lost the Presidential election,
but only after a previous vote was controversially annulled.
I | 4t 7w 1 8 gl fHell, g T sifdaiéumdt Igaih uyufd gHe gR W,
dfe sraa aHt oid fUear AaeH faarerue =4 3 3 foar mar ol

e Vice-President J.D. Vance on a trip to Germany publicly attacked restrictions on the far-right
AfD party.
SUTFUT .Y, TG 7 THA B A1 B SR i faorddt Afp uref R & ufadet Bt
a1 ST Bl

e Mr. Trump or his aides have heaped praise on British anti-migrant lawmaker Nigel Farage
and criticised a court ruling in France against far-right leader Marine le Pen.
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e The Trump administration has also stripped back decades of efforts to promote democracy
overseas, with Mr. Rubio issuing a cable instructing embassies to avoid most commentary on
the legitimacy of elections abroad.
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e The stance mirrors Mr. Trump’s approach to elections at home.
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o He refused to accept his 2020 loss and was charged with trying to overturn results in the state
of Georgia—a case dropped last week in light of his 2024 election victory.

I SMTHT 2020 F ER WHR T U SAGR B (a1 3R Sfeiar g & IRUE gde S
PIRIR & HRIY AT TC—E HHAT [UBS TG 3BT 2024 B FAG! Sitd B HeA9R gl Gl
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e Mr. Trump, perhaps mindful of his own experience, has publicly urged Israel’s President to
pardon scandal-tainted Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
&t T 7, TG U 3IH P A H IWd U, FIRTSA & APUF J Fdo-eb Y I YuUTTHA
AT Aa=a1g &1 ATHY <A BT SIS fman B

e lronically, Mr. Trump in a speech in Riyadh in May denounced interventionism, at least in the
West Asia context, saying that past U.S. efforts had turned into disasters.
fags ug € i 02 & Rare & orom ywur & 2t o 3 gq@uare i gl @1, $9 4 oH ufdm
TR & Y U, U8 #gd gu fr smfe & s v siuer # §qd Y 3|

¢ Political scientist Dov Levin in a 2021 book found that the United States had intervened in
foreign elections more than 80 times since the end of Second World War—more than any
other country.
o AR+ Sta AfaT 1 2021 31 th T A U s fgfa Ry g F sia e @
T I AT 7 fad=it gl o 80 ¥ 3iftie AR gxaay fobar 3—forddt off oy T W aifiew |

e  Still, Mr. Carothers said that Mr. Trump was unique not only in his public methods but in his
apparent motivations.

Wﬁéﬂmﬁﬁﬁ?sﬂwqmmmﬁmﬁﬁm 3T Ty TR
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o “|t's different than during the Cold War when the United States often favoured a particular
person, but they did so for geostrategic reasons,” he said.

7% Wi & & THT § 37eNT & S Ygad Iod SRR ol fI= safda &1 gef oar or, afe 3
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o “What we have here is more that Donald Trump feels he has a group of friends out there in
the world whom he wants to help,” he said.

“Tg1 91d T8 & [P SIS T &1 @l & b gfFar #f 397 $© aid § S d Aiee & dred
€,” 35 gl

e Mr. Carothers said that only Russia came close in tactics, with the Kremlin weighing in
heavily to make known its preferences in former Soviet bloc countries, such as recently in
Moldova where its candidate lost.
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e “Avery high percentage of European leaders would like to see Viktor Orban lose the next
election, but they’re not going to say so out loud,” he said, referring to Hungary’s right-wing
populist Prime Minister.
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e Mr. Trump welcomed Mr. Orban to the White House last month. Speaking together to
reporters, Mr. Trump said that European leaders needed to appreciate Mr. Orban more.
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Finland to hold road shows on circular economy in India
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Finland to hold

road

shows on circular

economy in India
iGS IIl: Economy |

Vinava Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

At a time when India is slat-
ed to host the World Circu-
lar Economy Forum next
year (2026), Finland plans
to hold road shows across
major cities in India to
highlight circular economy
and the opportunities it
will generate.

“India will host the next
edition of World Circular
Economy Forum next Oc-
tober. We want to spread
awareness about circular
economy not just as a
waste management issue,
but very much to move the
discussion upstream to
product design and pro-
duction, to turn it into
such a way that the pro-
duct lifespan is better,”
Kimmo Lahdevirta, Fina-
land’s Ambassador to In-
dia, told The Hindu.

‘Create 10 million jobs’
“With a roadshow, we
want to spread awareness
about it in different parts of
India,” he said.

India’s circular econo-
my is expected to have a

market value of $2 trillion
and create 10 million jobs
by the year 2050, as per
the Government of India.
Currently, the Centre’s fo-
cus is on waste manage-
ment and recycling. Fin-
nish Innovation Fund
SITRA said the opportuni-
ties lie beyond waste man-
agement in several sectors.
“It is hard to calculate
circular economy, and put
numbers to it but switch-
ing to a circular model
could bring $4.5 trillion in
economic benefits by
2030, cut emissions, create
stable jobs and open new
green markets, as per
UNDP,” said Mika Sulkino-
ja, senior lead at Interna-
tional Programmes for Cir-
cular Economy at SITRA,
Finnish Innovation Fund.
“The way we look at it
is, there is business poten-
tial everywhere. At pre-
sent, over 70% of CEOs are
interested in circular eco-
nomy. They want to look at
opportunities to add to va-
lue chain, to close the loop
and to make sure supply
chains are secure in today’s
international scenario.”

‘Create 10 million jobs’

‘1 RIS A iear giord gift

e “With a roadshow, we want to spread awareness about it in different parts of
India,” he said.

I8 BT, ‘IS W P 71O T g9 YR P e 3 & 39 IR H SReohdT T Trgd 8 I”

Finland to hold road shows on
circular economy in India

YRd § IHax SHHHI TR A M
arrtﬁﬁamﬁﬂﬁs

° Finland to hold road shows on circular
economy in India

YR & AHER DI TR A < ST B

e Atatime when India is slated to host the
World Circular Economy Forum next year
(2026), Finland plans to hold road shows across
major cities in India to highlight circular economy
and the opportunities it

will generate.

Tq YR 3T TY (2026) T0S HPHER HIAHL
BRHA B! Ao B ITdl 3, I 977 fthids
YR & TG TR B IS 2 ST I3 Bt
IS ST 38T §, a1

THR FHAMT 3R TTY ITF 8 aTal aTR] Pl
ISR far ST e |

e  “India will host the next edition of World
Circular Economy Forum next October. We
want to spread awareness about circular
economy not just as a waste management
issue, but very much to move the discussion
upstream to product design and production, to
turn it into such a way that the product lifespan is
better,”

Kimmo Lahdevirta, Finland’s Ambassador to
India, told The Hindu.

“YRd TS fageR H a08 Hpax sHAHT BRA
D1 SATAT YEHUN ST BT §H

TSR SHFH B! Had ae A T & =Y
# 71, sfeep

wisae fEwrg ok MewRM &1 faxn & ==i &I
M ggH &

fore STReh a1 halT 9Ted ©, dlfds I B
el & roigd fot agefaRdr 3 @ B!
odrr|

e India’s circular economy is expected to have a market value of $2 trillion and create 10

million jobs

by the year 2050, as per the Government of India.

HRA WHR & IR, HRA B! THaR

SHIATH &1 SO ed $2 feferm 89 &t 3wfiq § ok
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e Currently, the Centre’s focus is on waste management and recycling. Finnish Innovation
Fund

SITRA said the opportunities lie beyond waste management in several sectors.
A § g BT & I Ao 3R FAT8fFaT IR g1 ficls SHIaRH $s
SITRA 7 $g1 f&F SR ¥ Boric ¥ 31 &g &l & HING & |

e ‘“ltis hard to calculate circular economy, and put numbers to it but switching to a circular
model could bring $4.5 trillion ineconomic benefits by
2030, cut emissions, create stable jobs and open newgreen markets, as per

UNDP,” said Mika Sulkinoja, senior lead at International Programmes for Circular Economyat
SITRA,Finnish Innovation Fund.

IBIH HEl, “THER FHHMT BT TOMT HIAT 3R 38 T&13f & FaaHT B g,
At TP eR Aled | Jard HR- 9 2030 TF $4.5 eferm_ &
3Mfies Ty, oo | Ht, fRRR it 3R 7T W9 Ardhe fira
Hobd ¢, I i UNDP A 81 &,” — fifept gatfeb-iran, akg ofts,
ZCARAA UMY BIR HER DA, SITRA|

e “The way we look at it

There is business potential everywhere. At present, over 70% of CEOs are
interested in the circular economy. They want to look at

opportunities to add to value chain, to close the loop

and to make sure supply

chains are secure in today’s

international scenario.”

T T 39 ARE oW & (% TR I8 HAWIAS FHEaTY § | IeAr o
70% 3 3f® CEO THeR SHIAM! & 3 I9d §1 d deg o= |
AR SIS, qU BT g B SIR o1 B AP ™A
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WHO backs use of GLP-1 drugs for weight loss
g9 Ue & e GLP-1 garaif & IUURT T WHO JHYT &1 &

SC gives go-ahead to Kerala to allot prison land to BrahMos unit
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In a much-anticipated de-
velopment, the World
Health Organization
(WHO) has finally issued
global guidelines on the
use of popular weight loss
drugs. These glucagon-like
peptide-1 (GLP-1) therapies
are being used for the
treatment of obesity in
adults.

The WHO guidelines re-
leased on December 1 posit
equitable access as the key
element of using such the-
rapies, and read them as
one element of a full com-
plement of actions against
obesity.

“While medication
alone won't solve this glo-
bal health crisis, GLP-1 the-
rapies can help millions
overcome obesity and re-
duce its associated harms,”
WHO director general Te-
dros Adhonom Ghebrey-

WHO backs use of GLP-1 drugs for weight loss
oI UeTH & fIU GLP-1 gar3if & IUYURT T WHO JHY &3a1 &

With the guidelines, the
WHO recognises that the
GLP-1 class of drugs are in-
deed effective, and that
they are likely to have an
impact on the global costs
of obesity. Beyond its
health impacts, the global
economic cost of obesity is
predicted to reach $3 tril-
lion annually by 2030.

There are two primary
components to the WHO’s
recommendations: That
GLP-1 therapies may be
used by adults, excluding
pregnant women, condi-
tionally, for the long-term
treatment of obesity; and
that intensive behavioural
interventions in diet and
physical activity must be
continued alongside the
drugs.

The WHO also specified
that while the efficacy of
these therapies in treating
obesity and improving me-

WHO guidelines posit equitable
access as the key element of
using such therapies.

tabolic and other out-
comes was evident, it was
making a conditional re-
commendation partly be-
cause of the limited data
available on long-term effi-
cacy, safety and probable
outcomes when the drugs
are discontinued, but also
because of their costs
which put them out of the
reach of many people.
Obesity is a complex
chronic disease and a ma-

cardiovascular  diseases,
type 2 diabetes, and some
types of cancer.

It also contributes to
poorer outcomes for pa-
tients who have infectious
diseases.

It is only in recent years
that the treatment for
obesity has been revolu-
tionised by the emergence
of a class of drugs that not
only effect significant
weight loss, but also confer
a whole range of metabolic
benefits to individuals.

Equitable access

A special communication
in the recent issue of JAMA
notes that “medication
alone cannot solve the glo-
bal obesity burden. Coun-
tries must ensure equita-
ble access not only to
comprehensive  disease
management, but also to
health promotion and pre-

@ e TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
: 'm"t!ghs" = YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488
WHO backs use of GLP-1 drugs for weight loss
EET
Ramya Kannan sus said, while launching jor driver of non-commun-  vention policies and inter-
CHENNAI these guidelines. icable diseases, such as ventions targeting the gen-

eral population and those
at high risk.”

Anoop Mishra, director
of the National Diabetes,
Obesity, and Cholesterol
Foundation, said: “I be-
lieve this statement by the
WHO is a progressive step
towards obesity manage-
ment worldwide. For In-
dia, the costs of these
drugs is a roadblock that
needs more efforts, insu-
rance coverage and deve-
lopment of generics.”

V. Mohan, chairman of
the Madras Diabetes Re-
search Foundation, added:
“It is good that the WHO’s
guidelines specify that the
drugs alone will not suf-
fice.” “Your diet and exer-
cise are paramount, and
only when those fail, and
when you really need the
help of a drug or if morbid-
ly obese, then you go for
these drugs,” he said.

¢ In a much-anticipated development, the World Health Organization (WHO) has ¢ nally
issued global guidelines on the use of popular weight loss drugs. These glucagon-like
peptide-1 (GLP-1) therapies are being used for the treatment of obesity in adults.
g4 Udiférd faer 1, fay Tarey W16+ (WHO) 7 3idd: T 0 aoi & $HR- ardl garsii &
IUAN R 3y feenfce st fpu €1 3 7@ R H-a15® UeTss-1 (GLP-1) T 9! #
HreTd & IUIR & forw Iud o1 o X6t B

e The WHO guidelines released on December 1 posit equitable access as the key element of
using such therapies, and read them as one element of a full complement of actions against

obesity.

1 fRgaw & ot iy 1w wHO fexnider 37 Rt & Iy & GHH UgE &) g8 dd A §,
3R I% Hierd & e gof HRATE & T b & U H 37 B

o “While medication alone won't solve this global health crisis, GLP-1 therapies can help
millions overcome obesity and reduce its associated harms,” WHO director general Tedros
Adhonom Ghebreysus said, while launching these guidelines.
BT Had GaTd 39 ATy WA YhT Pl 5 o bR U, GLP-1 Wt Aral At &l
e ¥ ITRA 3R SN S THUH B! HH H H Hag R Gl §,” WHO eI g

S AHATY 7 37 feznAd= o) o ovd gu e

o With the guidelines, the WHO recognises that the GLP-1 class of drugs are indeed ellective,
and that they are likely to have an impact on the global costs of obesity. Beyond its health
impacts, the global economic cost of obesity is predicted to reach $3 trillion annually by

2030.

3 feanfRE= & 91, WHO |91 © fo6 GLP-1 garafl &1 aff aRdd § uyTdt 8, 3R 9 3f¥ys
AICTYT AT Y YHTFAd B Bt FHIGHT ITd § | TR YHTET 4 W, AeTd & afye i anrg
2030 T ufa af $3 feferas 89 &1 sgu B

e There are two primary components to the WHO’s recommendations: That GLP-1 therapies
may be used by adults, excluding pregnant women, conditionally, for the long-term
treatment of obesity; and that intensive behavioural interventions in diet and physical
activity must be continued alongside the drugs.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page36


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

WHO &t RIeTRET & 3 7T U §: fb GLP-1 R gt (ol afgansht & sleez) gri
Hierd & Sde1iie SUAR & o Il & YR TR IUTRT o1 S Febel! 7; 3R P MER T
RIS fafafd & e caeIiie swaau garsii & Iy IR} 8 A1l

The WHO also speci* ed that while the e+ cacy of these therapies in treating obesity and
improving metabolic and other outcomes was evident, it was making a conditional
recommendation partly because of the limited data available on long-term e+ cacy, safety
and probable outcomes when the drugs are discontinued, but also because of their costs
which put them out of the reach of many people.

WHO 7 T8 t Ty o fob HieTd & U= SR 9aTaad quT 3 gRomal § guR & 39 Rt o1
YHTGRAAT WY B & dTavg, I8 U X STeTied RywTier § agifer deapiiere yHmasiia,
IRET 3R EaTY §¢ HRA R FHIGd aRome; R Jiffd SeT Suasy g, 3R I1Y & 30! anTe o
I BS Nl &I Ugd I T18R B B
Obesity is a complex chronic disease and a major driver of non-communicable diseases,
such as cardiovascular diseases, type 2 diabetes, and some types of cancer.

Hrerar ues Sifed Srefeifered 1T § SR TR-TaRY INN &1 T-T HRUT §, S g&d I, 2737 2
AYAT, 3R TB TR & ST
It also contributes to poorer outcomes for patients who have infectious diseases.

g TehTHS I ardl AT & o ot Tvre afkomet & Ate ST ||
It is only in recent years that the treatment for obesity has been revolutionised by the
emergence of a class of drugs that not only e+ ect signic cant weight loss, but also confer a
whole range of metabolic benefits to individuals.

BT & aul § g1 Hied & IUAR H HifddRI IGama 3§, Fid qalsil & T ail = = dhad
Heaquf ao ge # Heg @1 € afed e Faraad a1y f veH fhu g

Equitable access

A Ugd

A special communication in the recent issue of JAMA notes that “medication alone cannot
solve the global obesity burden. Countries must ensure equitable access not only to
comprehensive disease management, but also to health promotion and prevention policies
and interventions targeting the general population and those at high risk.”

SITHT (JAMA) & gIfora 3ich H Uep Ry fewoflt & eher man R 6 “raet gary afye Hierar gt &
T g1 HR D! | SR B THH Ugd JATHT Bl ANigl — = had AIH I Jae H, dfeh
TR WaeH, Aepure Hfat SR ST ST Td S SeH O Sugl $ R gat # of
Anoop Mishra, director of the National Diabetes, Obesity, and Cholesterol Foundation,
said: “I believe this statement by the WHO is a progressive step towards obesity management
worldwide. For India, the cost of these drugs is a roadblock that needs more efforts,
insurance coverage and development of generics.”

AN SARA, A T Flavela BISSH & Fewd 3T fiysm 3 &g “BR1 4191 8
% WHO %198 991 afYyes TR R HieTal Uae &1 4= § o= ded g1 WRd & fag, 39
garafl Bt AT U SS! 91T 8, Forras fore siftres vy, i wavet oiR Sl garstt &1 fasm
TS g I”

V. Mohan, chairman of the Madras Diabetes Research Foundation, added: “It is good that
the WHO'’s guidelines specify that the drugs alone will not suf-+ ce.” “Your diet and exercise
are paramount, and only when those fail, and when you really need the help of a drug or if
morbidly obese, then you go for these drugs,” he said.

wET STty R BTSSR & reref . Hig 3 el "UE 37 € b WHO & fezmfdw
WY IR ¢ b Had gand uaied gt gift1” “3MUehT MR SR SATaTH JaaR §, 3R Had o o
fatret 8 ST qUT ST9 3HTUH! IR H gal &I STaRgdsdl &) a1 3y iR Werd @ 3a gf, st <=
garefl &1 IUYNT BT A"
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SC gives go-ahead to
Kerala to allot prison
land to BrahMos unit

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday gave the green
light for the Kerala govern-
ment to allot land occu-
pied for an open prison
complex to BrahMos Ae-
rospace Trivandrum Limit-
ed (BATL), an arrangement
which will see inmates
share the neighbourhood
with supersonic cruise
missiles.

“The allotment of land
for BATL, which comes un-
der the Defence Research
Development Organisation
(DRDO) is intended for the
expansion of BATL's exist-
ing operations, specifically
for the establishment of a
second manufacturing unit
dedicated to advanced
missiles and strategic hard-
ware,” the State submitted,
winning the Supreme
Court’s permission.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta, based on a positive
report submitted by ami-
cus curiae, senior advocate
K. Parameshwar, agreed to
the State’s proposal to di-
vide 257 acres of the spraw-
ling 457-acre campus of the
Nettukaltheri open prison
among the BATL, Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) and a Na-
tional Forensic Science
University.

BATL would be appor-
tioned 180 acres, SSB 45
acres to set up a battalion
headquarters and 32 acres
for the forensic varsity.

Lease expired
The Nettukaltheri open
prison was established in

BATL is expected to develop a
second manufacturing plant for
BrahMos missile at the site.

lease expired in May 2014.
Out of the original 487
acres, 12 acres were allo-
cated to the Kerala Insti-
tute of Co-operative Man-
agement (KICMA) College
in 2001 and 16 acres to the
Dairy Development De-
partment in 2022. There is
also a proposal to allot one
acre to the Thiruvanan-
thapuram District Pan-
chayat for settling a Faecal
Sludge Treatment Plant.

Kerala had submitted
that the open prison util-
ised less than 100 acres for
its core purposes. The re-
maining land was used for
generating additional in-
come through plantations,
etc. The establishment of
the SSB battalion head-
quarters in Kerala would
meet a long-pending re-
quest of the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

“This will give Kerala
the permanent presence of
a Central Armed Police
Force, strengthen national
security preparedness and
provide employment and
local development Oppor-
tunities,” the State govern-

SC gives go-ahead to Kerala to allot prison land to
BrahMos unit

HY DI TR i B et Bt Y mafed B B
Aafa ghu Fid A&

e SC gives go-ahead to Kerala to allot prison land to BrahMos
unit

ﬁmﬂaﬁéﬁm?ﬁ BrahMos qﬁzﬁﬁaaﬂ '31[&[ 3rdfed
B DI Ao A

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday gave the green light for the
Kerala government to allot land occupied for an open prison
complex to BrahMos Aerospace Trivandrum Limited (BATL),
an arrangement which will see inmates share the
neighbourhood with supersonic cruise missiles.

UG BIC A THIAIR Bl 5 INHR DI - e s
Gl 3—@ BrahMos Aerospace Trivandrum Limited (BATL) Eal
3frafed A B g1 St < &, P dgd Hfed! & gD
P frargal & usiy ° 381 81|

¢ “The allotment of land for BATL, which comes under the
Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) is
intended for the expansion of BATL’s existing operations,
specie cally for the establishment of a second manufacturing
unit dedicated to advanced missiles and strategic hardware,”
the State submitted, winning the Supreme Court’s permission.
T WRHR A §a11 fas BATL, St DRDO & 3efH g, &1 YfH
3{Tde ST HISlal TATeH deM 3R Tsaivs gl a
wefore greawR & o g1 A=gthaaiTT gfe RIftd & &
L I B, 3R 3T SMYR R GH DI T 3igafa firef|

¢ A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta, based
on a positive report submitted by amicus curiae, senior
advocate K. Parameshwar, agreed to the State’s proposal to
divide 257 acres of the sprawling 457-acre campus of the
Nettukaltheri open prison among the BATL, Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) and a National Forensic Science University.

Sy fawpa Ay 3R wdv Agar 31 dis 3 srfiey &=, IRy
SHTRGadT &, IRAYR P! AHRIAD RUIC & YR W AT &
TRATd B ol &, foIah 39R Nettukaltheri 3ia= e &
457 UHS T ¥ 257 THS BATL, SSB, 3R A GRS
|IE giaiid & qic S|

e BATL would be apportioned 180 acres, SSB 45 acres to set
up a battalion headquarters and 32 acres for the forensic
varsity.

BATL &I 180 THS, SSB B! 45 Th$ (dclierdd TBAT & [aTT)
3R BRRY® fayfaarea & 32 Tohs fu S|

1964 on leased land. The ment acknowledged. .
e Lease expired
T FHT
o The Nettukaltheri open prison was established in 1964 on leased land. The lease expired in
May 2014.

Nettukaltheri 3T fOT o 1964 & el R ot 718 YA UR RAIfUd g oT| &l | 2014 H
AT 81 s |

e Out of the original 487 acres, 12 acres were allocated to the Kerala Institute of Co-operative
Management (KICMA) College in 2001 and 16 acres to the Dairy Development Department in

2022.
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Td 487 THS H J 12 THS a¥ 2001 H KICMA HIas &I 3R 16 Ths a9 2022 T 3T
Sqauie faurT & faar man

e There is also a proposal to allot one acre to the Thiruvananthapuram District Panchayat for
settling a Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant.

Bied el dlede Wie R A gq faea-aqRd forar tamad ! 1 Ths Yl 31 &1 Udd
]

e Kerala had submitted that the open prison utilised less than 100 acres for its core purposes.
The remaining land was used for generating additional income through plantations, etc.

IR A I o1 {3 3N o 3i9= 4o SExat & oY 100 Ths & 7 YN HT ITANT BT & |
Y Y @i 1S & A1y F SfAiRad 3 IUd HRA § ST HT Sl ¢

o The establishment of the SSB battalion headquarters in Kerala would meet a long-pending
request of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
RA U SSB FeTferdT YBATad &1 RITAHT g HATAT o dd 99 ¥ dfad SrRIY P IRT S|
o “This will give Kerala the permanent presence of a Central Armed Police Force, strengthen
national security preparedness and provide employment and local development
Opportunities,” the State government acknowledged.

od WRBR A AT fob S bRl bl A1 WA YFerd ot 1 W JufRufa ferett, g
TR TR ASTgd Bt 3R ASAIR T WY fIpr & 3w Y1 8|

DoT’s WhatsApp SIM-binding
mandate faces BIF pushback

DoT & WhatsApp SIM-aTSfST
3(TS T &1 BIF &7 faviy

DoT’s WhatsApp
SIM-binding mandate

faces BIF pushback - sy
DoT T WhatsApp
e SIM-binding mandate
DoT's order is “well-intentioned.” but it raises “significant questions of SIMSTERET 2

jurisdiction, proportionality, and consumer impact,” says the Forum o faces BIF pushback

BIF & faRIe &1 91

e DoT’s order is “well-intentioned,” but
it raises “signi* cant questions of
jurisdiction, proportionality, and
consumer impact,” says the Forum

NEW DELHI

he Broadband In-
Tdia Forum (BIF)
spoke out against

the Department of Tele- 3|'|a_QT “w” ?ﬁv_«r
communications (DoT)’s DoT T %' LS
mandate last week for “JHfYPR-&F , 3R SUHIT
WhatsApp and similar urg W ' 3BTl q,-;BR-q
apps to perform “SIM bind- a a; Bkl %' ’ %
ing” and log out web-based Dl

msé‘;gﬁ:i‘;"i‘;’gui‘i‘r;“;‘;ip e T he Broadband India Forum (BIF)
which has WhatsApp and Sicds sfean HRH (BIF)

its parent firm Meta as : e spoke out against

members. Neither compa- What’s happening?:The Meta-owned communication platform is a; faw @Fﬂ

ny has issued any state-
ment on the mandate.
According to a BIF, the
DoT’s order, aimed at curb-
ing fraudulent use of In-
dian numbers by people
abroad who don’t physical-
ly possess the Indian SIM
with which their What-

under government scrutiny for curbing fraudulent use. pi

SApp account is registered,
was  “well-intentioned,”
but it raised “significant
questions of jurisdiction,
proportionality, and con-

WhatsApp challenger de-
veloped by Zoho Corp.,
will comply with the direc-
tive, the application’s glo-
bal product head Jeri John

said in a statement to The
Hindu.

sumer impact.”
Arattai, the indigenous

e the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)’s mandate
last week for WhatsApp and similar
apps to perform “SIM binding” and log
out web-based instances every six
hours.

REER fAUTT (DoT) & fisd wrg fau

MU 39 31T & 9%, FoRTH WhatsApp 3R THH T 1 “SIM STSfET &4 3R Ja-3enid N
LY DI X B8 UC § ANTSNICT HR &I Hgl T 5 ™M
e BIF is an industry group which has WhatsApp and its parent « rm Meta as members. %
BIF U& I g ¢ folidh I WhatsApp 3R SUHT Td HU-1 Meta g | o
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Neither company has issued any statement on the mandate.

99 9 foddl ot Ul A 39 Sy W PIs UM 9K T fhaT 3|
According to a BIF, the DoT’s order, aimed at curbing fraudulent use of Indian numbers by
people abroad who don’t physically possess the Indian SIM with which their WhatsApp
account is registered, was “well-intentioned,”

BIF & 3UR, DoT HT TG 37 AT gRT HRT FaRi & YRSl ITART &) b & I
o7 o7t fae & ¥8d & IR oFe U 98 URA SIM 1ifas & 3 781 8 R 37
WhatsApp @A Usiigrd &, 3R T8 “Heara-qul” o,
but it raised “significant questions of jurisdiction, proportionality, and consumer impact.”
QAfe ST “SHABR-F, TIUTIHdT 3R IULNFAT THIG & Hedqul Uy ST
Arattai, the indigenous WhatsApp challenger developed by Zoho Corp., will comply with the
directive, the application’s global product head Jeri John said in a statement to The Hindu.

Zoho Corp. gRT fa&Rid We=h WhatsApp FAIdIEd! Arattai 39 fERT &1 UTaH &1, T8
3fTde & df¥yd IdTe U™ O |9 3 The Hindu &I f3T 53 & 31|

GS Paper I1I: Environment
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Only 20% of candidates accepted PM Internship Scheme offers: data

F9d 20% SHGaRI A PM Internship Scheme & ATHR WIHR fhe: ST

5. | Experts work on UN climate report amid U.S. pushback
¥t mufral & fta faRiwg UN Saag Ruid WP R W} &
6. | The dismal state of India’s environment

YRd & qaiarur &1 gy fRAufa
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Only 20% of candidates accepted
PM Internship Scheme offers: data

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

While the PM Internship
Scheme’s pilot project has
exceeded its target of pro-
viding 1.25 lakh internship
opportunities in a year, it
has found few takers
among India’s youth, data
presented to Parliament
show.

Over two phases, 1.65
lakh internship offers were
made by companies to ap-
plicants, Minister of State
for Corporate Affairs Harsh
Malhotra informed the Lok
Sabha in a reply to a ques-
tion. Of these offers, only
20% were accepted. Candi-
dates cited locations, roles,
and duration as reasons for
declining offers. Of those
who accepted offers, one-
fifth of participants left
their internships before
completing them.

The Prime Minister In-
ternship Scheme (PMIS)
was announced in the Un-
ion Budget 2024 with the
aim of providing intern-
ship opportunities to one
crore youth in India’s top

Wy

=

Few takers: The Centre says 1.65 lakh internship offers were made

by companies to applicants. v. RAJU

500 companies in five
years. In October 2024, the
Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs launched a pilot pro-
ject for the scheme, target-
ing 1.25 lakh internship
opportunities in a year.

Low acceptance rates

Under the first round of
the pilot project, compa-
nies posted more than 1.27
lakh internship opportuni-
ties on the scheme portal,
for which 6.21 lakh applica-
tions were received. The

companies made 82,000
internship offers, of which
8,700 or 10.6% of the offers
were accepted.

The Minister’s reply not-
ed that, as of November 26,
4,565 candidates from the
first round had left their in-
ternships without complet-
ing them. That is, more
than half the candidates
that started their intern-
ships in the first round left
before finishing their term.

In the second round of
the pilot scheme from Ja-

nuary onwards, compa-
nies posted over 1.18 lakh
internship opportunities
for which they received ov-
er 4.55 lakh applications.
As of November 26, com-
panies have made over
83,000 offers, of which
24,600 offers or 30% were
accepted.

So far, 2,053 candidates
— or 8.3% of the ones who
accepted internships in the
second round — have left
without completing their
internships, the govern-
ment said.

Taken together, this
means that over the two
rounds, 1.65 lakh intern-
ship offers were made, of
which 33,300 (20.2%) off-
ers were accepted. Of
those that were accepted,
6,618 (19.9%) candidates
quit their internships
prematurely.

The government had in-
itially budgeted ¥840 crore
for the pilot project, which
was revised down to 380
crore in the financial year
2024-25. Of this, the pilot
project has so far utilised
¥73.72 crore, the reply said.

Only 20% of candidates accepted PM Internship Scheme offers: data

9 20% IFIECTRI A PM Internship Scheme & 3T WIHR fHT: JeT

e Only 20% of candidates accepted PM Internship Scheme o- ers: data
Had 20% IHIEGAR! 7 PM Internship Scheme & R WHR ﬁ?‘Q: |

o While the PM Internship Scheme’s pilot project has exceeded its target of providing 1.25
lakh internship opportunities in a year, it has found few takers among India’s youth, data
presented to Parliament show.
& PM Internship Scheme & UIIdc Uioide 3 U aY H 1.25 ARG ST TR U B
F U AT P UR & foran, a9t Tug B U siidel I UdT gadm @ fob YR & gareff H 3u%
¥5d HYU IRBP IHIGAR |

o Over two phases, 1.65 lakh internship o+ ers were made by companies to applicants, Minister
of State for Corporate A« airs Harsh Malhotra informed the Lok Sabha in a reply to a
question.
& TR HUHA! §RT 3MTAGH] Bl 1.65 TRI STHIT 3HIHR fHT MY, T8 AHBRI HIURE
BT o Mo HAl g WeghT A @i FUTH T Uy & SR 4 ¢

o Ofthese o ers, only 20% were accepted. Candidates cited locations, roles, and duration as
reasons for declining o+ ers.

3 3MTHY T ¥ had 20% WHR Y 7T IFfieart 3 ®IF, YfEeT 3R 3afd & 3t gHm
BT HRU TAMT|

¢ Of those who accepted o- ers, one-+ fth of participants left their internships before completing
them.

o1 iR WieR by, 377 4 Ui A 4 Uep TfarHft 3 ey gft 3 A uge 81 Bls 1
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e The Prime Minister Internship Scheme (PMIS) was announced in the Union Budget 2024
with the aim of providing internship opportunities to one crore youth in India’s top 500
companies in five years.

TYUTTHA SeTRIT ST (PMIS) &1 91V $ea goie 2024 F &1 718 2R, e deg uta auf
T URd 31 2 500 ST T TH HIS GaATSH BT SCHIRT & TR TG HAT AT

¢ In October 2024, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs launched a pilot project for the scheme,

targeting 1.25 lakh internship opportunities in a year.

SFEEN 2024 T PHIIRC ATHA! & HATI A AT & 01T Th UrIde Uiolde YR T, s te
TN H 1.25 ARG STHIRIY TER| BT A&d @M T

Low acceptance rates
U Wpld g8

e Under the first round of the pilot project, companies posted more than 1.27 lakh internship
opportunities on the scheme portal, for which 6.21 lakh applications were received.

UIIdC Uelae & Ugd oR H Ul 3 UIdd WR 1.27 d1@ I 34 SR ¥R TR Py,
S folw 6.21 @G 3M1dG U gl

e The companies made 82,000 internship oe ers, of which 8,700 or 10.6% of the o+ ers were
accepted.

FHufal 3 82,000 FcHIRT 3T fHT, 59 T 8,700 AT 10.6% HTH WHR fHT MU

e The Minister’s reply noted that, as of November 26, 4,565 candidates from the first round had
left their internships without completing them.

HA & IR H Ieoi fha1 1 fob 26 AR T Ugdl R P 4,565 ITHIGAR SO SeARY g8
fop for B1g 9 21

e Thatis, more than half the candidates that started their internships in the first round left before
finishing their term.

3rfd, Tga IR H SR IR= B T 3 3R IrfeaR 3o Brddid [T H3 4 Ugd
HEIECSENRIY

¢ In the second round of the pilot scheme from January onwards, companies posted over 1.18
lakh internship opportunities for which they received over 4.55 lakh applications.

UTIde aIoiT & gER SR B, off Sas] & & g3HT, HUal 7 1.18 TRF ¥ 31 SR 3fawR
URe o, forad T 4.55 @1@ 9 31f¥e 3fde- Wi gyl

o As of November 26, companies have made over 83,000 o+ ers, of which 24,600 o« ers or
30% were accepted.

26 4R AP HUFAl 83,000 I U A B g1 T, FoFH I 24,600 3THR TT 30% WIHR
feg I

e Sofar, 2,053 candidates — or 8.3% of the ones who accepted internships in the second
round — have left without completing their internships, the government said.

3T TP, TR AR A FeARMT WHR H3A aral # ¥ 2,053 IWHIGdR — I 8.3% — {1 gt fvw
g SciRU B 9% €, TRHR A FeTl

e Taken together, this means that over the two rounds, 1.65 lakh internship o+ ers were made,
of which 33,300 (20.2%) o* ers were accepted.

1Y TR 3T W o & GRI H 1.65 TG SS-1R1T TR 5T 7T, 59 ¥ 33,300 (20.2%)
WeR fHhu |
o Of those that were accepted, 6,618 (19.9%) candidates quit their internships prematurely.
B%EMT@WWW 3T ¥ 6,618 (19.9%) IHIGARI 7 3T SeHRMT IHT I Ugd
|

o The government had initially budgeted ¥840 crore for the pilot project, which was revised
down to ¥380 crore in the financial year 2024-25.

WHR A & H U Hioiae & A4 2840 HRIS &1 goe 3@ T, o faw ay 2024-25 o
HTTHR €380 HIIS HX a1 T
e Of this, the pilot project has so far utilised ¥73.72 crore, the reply said.

I T URITC TIviae 3 3(d do £73.72 BRIS T [$U 8, IR H Hel Tl
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Experts work on
UN climate report
amid U.S. pushback

ﬁﬁence France Presse

ome 600 experts began work on

December 1 on the next major

United Nations climate report even
as U.S. President Donald Trump has
continued to call the science of global
warming a “hoax”

French Ecological Transition Minister
Monique Barbut, whose country is
hosting the five-day meeting in a Paris
suburb, told the scientists their
“extremely precious” work is crucial as
multilateralism has weakened.

“Too many people deny the results of
your work,” she told the experts from
more than 100 countries gathered in a
skyscraper in Saint-Denis for the opening
of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) meeting.

Their work faces hurdles in the face of
a U.S. administration whose president
called climate change the “greatest con
job ever” during a speech at the UN in
September.

One of the co-chairs of an IPCC
working group is U.S. climate expert
Katherine Calvin, who was fired from her
job as chief scientist at NASA following
cuts ordered by the Trump
administration.

“The statements, for example, from
the American administration on the
origin of climate change, the fact thatit’s a
hoax, if you will, we still find that quite
surprising,” said an official at the French
ecological transition ministry who
requested anonymity.

Their work has run afoul of
President Trump, who called
climate change the greatest con
job ever, while addressing the UN

The previous IPCC report, released in
2023, had warned that the world was on
track to exceed the 1.5 C warming
threshold by 2030.

The UN now says that safer limit will be
breached earlier than feared.

The meeting in France launches a
process that will culminate with the
IPCC’s Seventh Assessment Report (AR7),
due to be published in 2028 or 2029.

It brings together lead authors of the
report in a single venue for the first time,
in an effort to tackle interdisciplinary
climate questions.

The IPCC operates by consensus.

“If any country opposes the text, the
report cannot be approved. Every
country has a sort of veto,” climate
scientist Robert Vautard told reporters
last week.

While the U.S. government stays out of
the climate fray, dozens of American
scientists are among the experts working
on the IPCC report.

“IPCC reports are going to continue to
underpin climate policies and climate
action at every level, including
international negotiations,” IPCC
chairman Jim Skea told the gathering.

There already appear to be
disagreements over the timing of the next
report’s publication.

A group called the High Ambition
Coalition, which includes European
Union countries and developing nations
vulnerable to climate change, wants the
assessment to come out in 2028.

That would coincide with the global
stocktake, a review, required under the
Paris Agreement, of the progress
countries have made in limiting climate
change and its impacts.

But a group of emerging economies
and major fossil fuel-producing countries
say more time is needed and are
advocating for 2029.

The divide echoes the disagreements
seen at the recent COP30 climate summit
in Brazil, which concluded with a deal
that left out an explicit call to phase out
fossil fuels.

Despite the disagreements over when
to publish the next report, Mr. Skea had
said in March: “I don’t think the IPCC is in
crisis. We will resolve this issue about the
timeline.”

Experts work on UN
climate report amid
U.S. pushback

MA@t smufral &
o= fawg UN STaarg
RO wPm w2

. Some 600 experts
began work on December 1
on the next major United
Nations climate report even
as U.S. President Donald
Trump has continued to call
the science of global
warming a “hoax.”

TRTHT 600 farrosdi =1 1

Y Seraryg Ruié (United
Nations climate report) U
$Y = foar, Safe
Ayt Igufa SiTes ¢u
(U.S. President Donald
Trump) TAR @G i
(global warming) & fagm
! “eh@T (hoax)’ FEd R 8
o French Ecological
Transition Minister
Monique Barbut, whose
country is hosting the * ve-
day meeting in a Paris
suburb, told the scientists
their “extremely precious”
work is crucial as
multilateralism has
weakened.

Wi 3 sHIAioTed
gifor=m w=i Jif e IRy
(French Ecological
Transition Minister

Monique Barbut), ISREEL
U4 (Paris) & IUTR H
Ura-feai dow &1 Avamt

HR TG 8, A ay1ep! ¥ Fel fb 31 “38g TgHA (extremely precious)” BTH Add IIEE'U;UT g,
FIf% IgULaTE (multilateralism) HHSR 3T |
e “Too many people deny the results of your work,” she told the experts from more than 100
countries gathered in a skyscraper in Saint-Denis for the opening of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) meeting.

“ggd U AN 3TUD HTH & URUTH B TR &,” I 100 F e =M & I [I=Iv! 9 P,
Sl He-3fH (Saint-Denis) $1 T& Tge 3HRT H Sewia-ided U9 3T FAGHE ool

(IPCC) ®t &% & 3guTe & folt e gu 3|

e Their work faces hurdles in the face of a U.S. administration whose president called climate

change the “greatest con job ever” during a speech at the UN in September.

U= (U.S. administration) & RN STET3T &1 TTHAT R 38T 8,
1pufa A RieR (September) T T Y (UN) T AT T& 11§01 & ERM STerarg
ufeae= (climate change) CARECIEECIRIER CEl %h"@T%ITCﬁ (greatest con job ever)” dgl Ul|

3] HTH TH U
fSra
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One of the co-chairs of an IPCC working group is U.S. climate expert Katherine Calvin,
who was ¢ red from her job as chief scientist at NASA following cuts ordered by the Trump
administration.

IPCC af$T Ju (IPCC working group) & Tg-3ehel #f ¥ Tw ¥t srerary fasiug Hud=

(U.S. climate expert Katherine Calvin) % o EW‘FF-I (Trump administration)
GRT fPT T HEXT 3SR & ST NASA B H3T AP (chief scientist at NASA) H1 It
9 ger faar |

“The statements, for example, from the American administration on the origin of climate
change, the fact that it's a hoax, if you will, we still « nd that quite surprising,” said an o+ cial
at the French ecological transition ministry who requested anonymity.

“3IGTERUI & fore, M@ y=I (American administration) gIRT STeTdTg gf¥ad= (climate
change) &1 IART W AU T 99, 3R IE raT fb I8 U oAl §, 3R 3117 dTg o, 89 31 off
HIW! AT aTdl AT §,” T Wit saiioredd SifoTRIA HEATer (French ecological
transition ministry) & U ABRI = Fal, fS8IH THAH I8 &7 rR1d fan

The previous IPCC report, released in 2023, had warned that the world was on track to
exceed the 1.5 C warming threshold by 2030.

fUael IPcc Rl (IPCC report), ST 2023 T SIRT g5 o, 7 Iara-t €t &t o gf=ar 2030 9% 1.5
f&h AfRTAT (1.5 €) FoHHR T FH UR HA B A W B

The UN now says that safer limit will be breached earlier than feared.

319 HYFHI I (UN) gl ¢ b 75 3riensd JRféra Jrr ameicsr & +ft gl UR 8 St

The meeting in France launches a process that will culminate with the IPCC’s Seventh
Assessment Report (AR7), due to be published in 2028 or 2029.

Wid (France) ¥ 8 36! U8 9@ U U Uihal Y& o3l g, S IPCC & Trad geuiep+ Ruid
(Seventh Assessment Report — AR7) TR Sl THTW BT, foI 2028 4T 2029 H U1
far ST B

It brings together lead authors of the report in a single venue for the « rst time, in an e+ ort to
tackle interdisciplinary climate questions.

Ig Ugll IR RUIK & UW aad! &1 T 8 RIM R TH ol g, dli sdfauasd saarg us
(interdisciplinary climate questions) ¥ fues &1 vy foar o 9 |

The IPCC operates by consensus.

IPCC AWM (consensus) & YR TR HTH BT 3|

“If any country opposes the text, the report cannot be approved. Every country has a sort of
veto,” climate scientist Robert Vautard told reporters last week.

“gfe BIS 1t A UTS T ARy B 7, o RUIE Y Srgaifea =1t fobar S Febeln| g3 32 & Uy
T RE B dIe] (veto) BIdT 8,” STy AxiT-ieb Iad dIdTe (Robert Vautard) = fi@d Iuiig
PECARR ]

While the U.S. government stays out of the climate fray, dozens of American scientists are
among the experts working on the IPCC report.

Saie AR® WRPR (U.S. government) Scidiyg faae o o) gl % RIR O ailﬂeﬁﬁ
(American scientists) &1 gol g IPcc feard (IPCC report) IR wTH P ardl faRies o
M 5
“IPCC reports are going to continue to underpin climate policies and climate action at
every level, including international negotiations,” IPCC chairman Jim Skea told the
gathering.

“IPcc RN (IPCC reports) T TR R 9aary Hifadl (climate policies) 3R Sedry HRaTs
(climate action) %! gfaTe &t J&7, fored Sfargha araft +ff i €, IPcc & sremes for
T (Jim Skea) 7 THT J FHaT|
There already appear to be disagreements over the timing of the next report’s publication.

3Teht RUIE & UbTIH & THY (timing) B! Wb Ugdl U €1 HaWg ToR 3T o

A group called the High Ambition Coalition, which includes European Union countries and
developing nations vulnerable to climate change, wants the assessment to come out in
2028.

BTS U= HITUfIRM (High Ambition Coalition) TH® T g, o qRId w9 & X1
(European Union countries) 3R mqﬁﬂﬂq (climate change) & Tfd FdeI=ia
faer=ia &= (developing nations) XA €, Tl § fb U8 3T 2028 T ITHA 3T
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That would coincide with the global stocktake, a review, required under the Paris

Agreement, of the progress countries have made in limiting climate change and its impacts.

g TId W Ided (global stocktake) & Ty Tl W, off Ui

(Paris

Agreement) & d8d ATTLTH U JHter 8, R =0 gRT SIarg uRkad = 3iR 3P THTat Y
Wferd B | B 7S Il BT 3 fbar ST B

time is needed and are advocating for 2029.
Ao UL Srfeaa=utait (emerging economies) 3R T SHATRA S ST =t
(fossil fuel-producing countries) &1 Ud THE Hadl ¢ o 3% THT BT Magewmdl § 3R d

2029 % Y& H B

But a group of emerging economies and major fossil fuel-producing countries say more

The divide echoes the disagreements seen at the recent COP30 climate summit in Brazil,

which concluded with a deal that left out an explicit call to phase out fossil fuels.

g fquTer 81d 81 & areftd # COP30 Si@arg @ (COP30 climate summit in Brazil) &
W U HANG! B IS g, S UY GHE & 1Y JATE gl o iarsy $eH B TRUes U J
JHUTW (phase out fossil fuels) HI- & T MEM B AU a1 [T TT|

Despite the disagreements over when to publish the next report, Mr. Skea had said in March:

“l don’t think the IPCC is in crisis. We will resolve this issue about the timeline.”

3T RO a UHIRI &1 oY, 39 IR HANG! & dIavig, fora Wt (Mr. Skea) 7 ATH (March)
T BT UT: “H &) &I fh IPCC bl Tave o €1 89 THI-THT (timeline) ¥ IS 39 He, &1

g 1

The dismal state of India’s environment

he Aravalli range, which runs from

Gujarat through Rajasthan and till

Haryana, has long played a significant

role in Indian geography and history. It
has served as a barrier to the spread of
desertification from the Thar Desert to the
Gangetic Plains, guarded Rajasthan’s proudest
forts such as Chittorgarh and Ranthambore, and
served as the cradle of spirituality for
communities across northwest India. The Modi
Government has now nearly signed a death
warrant for these hills, already denuded by illegal
mining. It has declared that any hills in the range
with an elevation of less than 100 metres are not
subject to the strictures against mining. It is an
open invitation for illegal miners and mafias to
finish off 90% of the range which falls below the
height limit set by the Government.

On the northernmost end of the Aravalli range,
the national capital has embarked on its annual
smog season this month. A hazy mist of dust,
smoke and particulate matter has been settling
down on millions of citizens as they go about
their daily lives breathing in toxic air. Even as the
smog becomes a part of our yearly routine,
research increasingly shows that it is a full-scale,
slow-motion public health tragedy. Estimates of
the human toll of this pollution go as high as
34,000 deaths in just 10 cities annually.

These are not disparate events

Last week the news headlines reflected yet
another evolving tragedy. The Central Ground
Water Board (CGWB) has reported that 13%-15% of
tested groundwater samples in Delhi contain
uranium beyond the permissible limit for human
consumption. Shamefully, water samples from
Punjab and Haryana reflect even higher levels of
uranium contamination. One does not need to
dwell on the frightening health implications that
regular consumption of such water for daily
activities can have on impacted populations.

These news items cannot be seen disparately.
They are each causes and consequences of a
crisis that has engulfed India in the last decade: a
deep-seated and continuing disregard for the
environment in government policymaking.

Ever since coming to power, the Modi
Government has displayed a particularly venal
streak of cynicism in relation to environmental
protection, combining its proclivity to encourage
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There is a
deep-seated
and continuing
disregard for
the
environment in
government
policymaking

the reckless exploitation of natural resources with
a callous disregard for consequences on the
environment. The Forest (Conservation)
Amendment Act, 2023 exempted large categories
of land and projects from forest clearance rules,
easing diversion for other purposes.

The Draft Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) notification 2020 sought to dilute public
hearings, expand exemptions and reduce
compliance reporting. The Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) Notification 2018 eased construction
rules along India’s shorelines, opening
ecologically sensitive coastal areas and fishing
communities” habitats to commercial real estate
and industrial activity. The Environment Ministry
has more often been in the news for
circumventing due process and weakening
regulations rather than implementing them or
taking proactive measures to halt the slide.

High-publicity initiatives such as the National
Clean Air Programme have largely been
underfunded, and even the funds allocated have
not been utilised. The disclosure of the electoral
bonds data, as a result of the Supreme Court of
India’s verdict last year, then proved that many of
these environmental clearances and policy shifts
were made in the light of donations by large
corporate groups to the ruling party. Can
policymaking be so blatantly up for sale, to
benefit the profit lines of a very few at the cost of
the well-being of future generations, and of the
planet?

Acting against local communities

Another emerging trend has been an insidious
tendency to pit the environment against the local
communities that protect it, when politically
convenient for the Government. The Forest
Survey of India has been mischievously
attributing the loss of forest cover over the last
decade to the implementation of the Forest
Rights Act, 2006. Shockingly, even the Minister
concerned has echoed the same claims. In June
2024, the National Tiger Conservation Authority
called for the eviction of almost 65,000 families
from tiger reserves across the country. [t was not
just a breach of the spirit of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 which mandates that all
relocations must be voluntary; it was also
unnecessarily inimical, ranging the environment
against local communities.
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India needs a new deal for the environment.

First, we must resolve to do no further harm.
We must halt the large-scale deforestation that is
planned or currently underway across the
country: in Great Nicobar, in north Chhattisgarh’s
Hasdeo Aranya, and in Madhya Pradesh’s
Dhirauli. We need to crackdown on the rampant
illegal mining in the Aravalli range and other
eco-sensitive regions such as the Western Ghats.
We need to put an end to the indiscriminate
destruction of mountains in the Himalayan belt,
which has exacted a heavy toll in human lives
these past few years.

Review laws and policies

On a policy level, we need to urgently review the
laws and policy changes of the last decade which
have led us down this disastrous path. The Modi
Government must withdraw the amendments it
bulldozed through Parliament in the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 as well as the Forest
Conservation Rules (2022) — which are
anti-Adivasi and allow the clearing of forests
without consulting those who live there. The
blatantly illogical and dangerous practice of
providing post-facto environmental clearances to
big corporations that violate environmental laws
- one of the Modi Government’s few home-grown
policy innovations — cannot continue. The
National Green Tribunal, which has been
systematically weakened by vacancies, must be
restored to its pride of place and be allowed to
function independently of government policy and
pressure. As a polity, we need to operate with
greater inter-governmental coordination on
environmental matters. The air pollution crisis in
the NCR requires a whole-of-government
approach as well as a regional airshed approach,
just like the groundwater uranium contamination
issue. On environmental matters, if nowhere else,
the Modi Government must demonstrate a spirit
of cooperative federalism.

Finally, as a philosophy, India’s environmental
policies must be guided by a deference to the rule
of law, a commitment to work with rather than
against local communities, and an understanding
of the inextricable relationship between
environment and human development. It is only
with such a worldview that we can build a safer,
healthier, and more resilient India for the 21st
century.
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The dismal state of India’s environment

YRd & Ygiarur &1 gg-1g fRufT

The Aravalli range, which runs from Gujarat through Rajasthan and till Haryana, has
long played a significant role in Indian geography and history.

ToRTd ¥ Bl U ISR 3R gRATON d it SRTae TdaaTar 3 HRd e iR g &
e T ¥ Tgayuf yfiyest s g

It has served as a barrier to the spread of desertification from the Thar Desert to the Gangetic
Plains, guarded Rajasthan’s proudest forts such as Chittorgarh and Ranthambore, and
served as the cradle of spirituality for communities across northwest India.

I8 YR AR T & A db HERITBRUN b YR DI A4 aTeit AR 8T 7, Rxiiete ik
URJUR S ISR & T fhdll 1 &1 &1 g, 3R IWR-UREH YR ST 3 Igar! & fad
eyl &1 Hg I8! 5l

The A TPR has now nearly signed a death warrant for these hills, already denuded by
illegal mining.

A1) WHR 7 37 TRITST & AT THT Hog aRe W &IeR o AU §, o 313y &= Q ugd &)
IS 81 g &

It has declared that any hills in the range with an elevation of less than 100 metres are not
subject to the strictures against mining.

WHR 7 A a1 g {5 100 Hew I w1 Sas arelt sR1ae &1 H13 off ugret @+ ufasedt &
SRR | 8T STt

It is an open invitation for illegal miners and mafias to finish off 90% of the range which falls
below the height limit set by the Government.

g Y W arslt 3R Arfarsft & fore germ fu=0r § i § 59 ydaaran & 90 wfa=ma T
B! TAT FR ¢ o WBR GRT T SdTs JHT 9 12 371l 5

On the northernmost end of the Aravalli range, the national capital has embarked on its
annual smog season this month.

;ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂéﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ?@ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ%gﬂ%@ﬂﬁﬁgﬂﬁwﬁwmwﬁ
|

A hazy mist of dust, smoke and particulate matter has been settling down on millions of
citizens as they go about their daily lives breathing in toxic air.

g@@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁwm@% S 3o e St & e arg g A @

Even as the smog becomes a part of our yearly routine, research increasingly shows that it is
a full-scale, slow-motion public health tragedy.
Y HA §1 8 aY I faTarl T feelT &7 718 81, TR SIg¥e™ TR & 361 & [ 98 0o e
¢fieft i & 3 Ig aTel! Yrdwie Wy JRId B
Estimates of the human toll of this pollution go as high as 34,000 deaths in just 10 cities
annually.

Y UHUr ¥ g1 dTelt HTHd Yo $1 SITHIHT T dhad 10 et H Ufdas 34,000 I St §1

These are not disparate events

Y 3[ET-3IT geATE 8] 8

Last week the news headlines reflected yet another evolving tragedy.

fEd TwTg THERI A Th IR IHR TG S g

The o Hoidl SIS has reported that 13%-15% of tested groundwater samples in Delhi
contain uranium beyond the permissible limit for human consumption.

Hei yoTd oS A Farn | 7 Rl # o forg e yoia T § 9 13 | 15 ufomra & 7eg e
o1 I ¥ 34fde R urar T gl

Shamefully, water samples from Punjab and Haryana reflect even higher levels of uranium
contamination.

%@,’Wwﬁmaﬁ?m%mﬂﬂfﬁﬁ@ﬁmwwwmﬁmww
|
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One does not need to dwell on the frightening health implications that regular consumption of
such water for daily activities can have on impacted populations.

T U & FHafid IuanT I SHEe IR USH ard HaTde Wl THTEl UR S dia- &1
HTTLH T el g

These news items cannot be seen disparately.

S GHMERI DI STHT-31T 5l ol Sl bl |

They are each causes and consequences of a crisis that has engulfed India in the last
decade: a deep-seated and continuing disregard for the environment in government
policymaking.

3 gt Usd g2 o URA &1 ORA aTdl Ydbe & HRUT AR IR 41 §: TRBRY Ffafmfor §
TafaRur & yfer et IR AR e |

Ever since coming to power, the A TRBR has displayed a particularly venal streak of
cynicism in relation to environmental protection, combining its proclivity to encourage the
reckless exploitation of natural resources with a callous disregard for consequences on the
environment.

T H 31 & 91 9, Al WHR A YIiau) TREU & Ufd U fas UeR &1 FHeree e
fe@man 3, foraw Ui SuTeHl & ATuRaTg Qg Bl Widiifed = S Taf SR qafaroig
TRoTHT Bt e M B

The Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act, 2023 exempted large categories of land and
projects from forest clearance rules, easing diversion for other purposes.

I TR T=NeA AT 2023 7 Yy IR ufkaeHTel 3t 9t AN B 97 wWipfa o 3
o DR fear, ford o Il & o YA gdiaRor 37 8t |

The Draft Environmental Impact Assessment notification 2020 sought to dilute public
hearings, expand exemptions and reduce compliance reporting.

qoTaRufig GUIG SfThe HRiTeT SHTRTEAT 2020 A SRS B! HHSR A, e ToH 3R
uTe RAiféT &I gem &1 v e

The Coastal Regulation Zone notification 2018 eased construction rules along India’s
shorelines, opening ecologically sensitive coastal areas and fishing communities’ habitats to
commercial real estate and industrial activity.

et fafaa= & ifEHT 2018 7 YRA & ggde! R AT g smaH &< fu, o
TRfUfa® T0 § Fag-T=id adT &3 3R Tod THerl & fart & arfdifcues fAafor ok
el nfafafdat & fore @i fean

The environment ministry has more often been in the news for circumventing due process

and weakening regulations rather than implementing them or taking proactive measures to
halt the slide.

YYTaRUT HAT UfpaTal 1 GRIP-R B 3R FTH! B FHSR B & U 31w w=af A |7 |,
T 370 BTG g1 fIRTaE &l Ab & T Tfhd UaT A P |

High-publicity initiatives such as the TI'@T[ =S dig HTIHH have largely been underfunded,
and even the funds allocated have not been utilised.

RIS Yo arg HRIHH Y e TaTRd SRIGH! Pl I o= Tgi el §, 3R Sff o Sdfed

foran wa § ag ft I e e

The disclosure of the i\FﬂTﬁ RG] data, as a result of the gat=d YT verdict last year,

then proved that many of these environmental clearances and policy shifts were made in the

light of donations by large corporate groups to the ruling party.

fUsel 9N e rrerd & MUy & URUMREY gATE! is! & 3iidbs! bl Gerd ug R ddl

g%wwmmw@mwmmm@mwﬁ
°) I

Can policymaking be so blatantly up for sale, to benefit the profit lines of a very few at the
cost of the well-being of future generations, and of the planet?

1 fafmato ufaw @1 fifgdl 3R U8 & Hom & SIHd R $S &l Al & a1y & forg ga=t
gait e IR g T g2
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Another emerging trend has been an insidious tendency to pit the environment against the
local communities that protect it, when politically convenient for the Government.

TH 3R IHRAT G S T8 @1 ¢ b WPHR 1 Aei-Had AT & I TR0l 1 3
T T & R Tel w37 @) saqul ygii 9t ¥ o SH! I8 R4 7

The Forest Survey of India has been mischievously attributing the loss of forest cover over
the last decade to the implementation of the Forest Rights Act, 2006.

BT T4 31 Efear fUaa a1 & o SR § g5 Sl &I a1 PR ififaw, 2006 &
P-aT- § HUCYYl ¥ | SIS ¥ET 2

Shockingly, even the Minister concerned has echoed the same claims.

JieT arelt aTd e & o waft w1 7 oft 7} aran JeRmn B

In June 2024, the National Tiger Conservation Authority called for the eviction of almost
65,000 families from tiger reserves across the country.

S 2024 H, IIFTT ITT FEOT YIRSV § SR B 1Y SHIRVAT J ATHT 65,000 IRERT D1
BCH DI AT BT

It was not just a breach of the spirit of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, which mandates
that all relocations must be voluntary; it was also unnecessarily inimical, ranging the
environment against local communities.

Ig geig (TR&T0T) SfUfAad, 1972 &) Ui &7 Ieea o, St §ai & Xafase g sifard
HRAT §; 1Y & T8 3Fad FU F Gafarvl ! W THeE] & Raed et e are fAufg
T

India needs a new deal for the environment

YR I 99TaRo1 & fQ Te ¢ WIS S 3MaxaHdl g

First, we must resolve to do no further harm.

Ugdl, B U8 Tahed o a1fe 3 3 iR Jopar- -1l ug=mar sre|

We must halt the large-scale deforestation that is planned or currently underway across the
country: in Great Nicobar, in north Chhattisgarh’s Hasdeo Aranya, and in Madhya Pradesh’s
Dhirauli.

331 7 Ffora a1 ore 98 THM TR 941 Y Hers &1 e gnT: Y AP ieR, S| SaTe &
TET 3RS, 3R AL USRI & fRRYeh H|

We need to crackdown on the rampant illegal mining in the Aravalli range and other eco-
sensitive regions such as the Western Ghats.

&Y SRTaeh uddHTer 3R ufd ure S o yafavur-daesite &5 § srue 3y @ W
FHo! HRATS BT aRIT|

We need to put an end to the indiscriminate destruction of mountains in the Himalayan
belt, which has exacted a heavy toll in human lives these past few years.

et & o uddl & stenger fam=r &) T A1 ghm, o g e e auf & g St
By 71 7S B

Review laws and policies

STAL 3R Aiferal 3t aeftan s

On a policy level, we need to urgently review the laws and policy changes of the last decade
which have led us down this disastrous path.

Hfy TR R, 78 ed g2 & I ST 3R Ffard alkadHl &t gia aeiten w1 @y =i
T 39 formere Y fomm & wdben g1

The Modi Government must withdraw the amendments it bulldozed through Parliament in the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 as well as the Forest Conservation Rules (2022) —
which are anti-Adivasi and allow the clearing of forests without consulting those who live
there.

A TWHR o) g (TR&0N) AfUfrad, 1980 iR T w&T AW (2022) # fHT U 39 J=neT
@ IO AT IR g I Tre & TR UTRd BRI T — S sredurfae ©u J snfeard-
faRYeft 7 ofR 9gi 6 ara Al & WA {5 91 91 &1 Fers Bi srgHfa o B
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The blatantly illogical and dangerous practice of providing post-facto environmental
clearances to big corporations that violate environmental laws cannot continue.

TR ST BT Icera B el ot HU B UY-a TaiaR vy Godl 31 &1 98
SATfh® 3R TaRATS U1 R 781 I8 Tt |

The National Green Tribunal, which has been systematically weakened by vacancies, must
be restored to its pride of place and be allowed to function independently of government
policy and pressure.

TPt g Siftrevor (NGT), FOoRY Rfskadl & SR GUIRiiTd 0 & HHEIR 631 T 6, Bl
ISP TRHAT & RIF TR TR a1 AT 91fet 3R 3 WHRT Aifaal 3R garal ¥ Wod g
1 B a1 9 =R

As a polity, we need to operate with greater inter-governmental coordination on
environmental matters.

TH Siad SIaRT & FU H, g6 TIiarRuiyg Ardl IR aR-GRPR! H-ad P dgMHT e

The air pollution crisis in the NCR requires a whole-of-government approach as well as a
regional airshed approach, just like the groundwater uranium contamination issue.

TTHISR ¥ 971g UguUT e &) T WRPR F RS0 3R &y virrs RS0 ot
TIRAHT §, O Yord A T uguur &1 ge]|

On environmental matters, if nowhere else, the Modi Government must demonstrate a spirit
of cooperative federalism.

;ﬁ@féﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ,ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁawaﬁmmaﬁwmm
|

Fipally, as a philosophy.
3idd:, TP aR & FUH

India’s environmental policies must be guided by a deference to the rule of law, a
commitment to work with rather than against local communities, and an understanding of
the inextricable relationship between environment and human development.

YR $I G0N ] &1 S & A & T, R 996! & favry § 78 sfep
1Y FYAHR S HA &t Ufdasd, SR qafarur a1 04 f9er & o eige Jdy & 9037 9
Tarferd g1 AR
It is only with such a worldview that we can build a safer, healthier, and more resilient India
for the 21st century.

34l YR B G & 1Y gH 21 9t & e e it QRIE, W 3R WeH YRd &1
At B god €
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